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mental ideas we will not lose sight of
our material interests, and that our main
object will be, whatever the result, whom-
soever we offend, whether we go out of
this House and never set foot inside of
the Legislative Cbamber of this colony
again we will nevertheless be true enough
and loyal enough to this country, which
is our home, and which we all love so
well-we will be so true and so loyal to
our country that, at wvhatever sacrifice
to ourselves, we win stand by and do
our duty to the people of this colony.
[General applause.]

Question-that the Address-in-Reply
be adopted-put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-24 p.m.,

until the next dlay.

Xtgiutatibe Asstmblu.
Wednesday, 12th July, 1899.

Mesn"eAprortionstorBhill (3) -Paper Presented-
pPreseutation-Q,.oshon: Over-

head Bridge, OPremte-uestion: Railny, Run-
ning; Sheds, East Perth- erth MistAmnett
Bill, Trust Investment Amendment Bill, firut rend-
jugs-Return; Embezzlement by Government Bu.

pl1y0e; motion withdrawn-Return :Crimes Corn.
.it=ednd Perpetrators Unpunished; motion
V 6 ed Motion (notice) withdrawn,- Referenum -

tin:Women's Franchise, to altt M;Thio-
petition; Right of Way, est Perth ; Division-
Adjournment.

Thre DEPUTY SPEAKER t,,ok the
Chair at 4.30 o'clock. p.m.

PRAYERS.

MESlSAGE -APPROP RIATIONS FOR
HILLS (3).

A Message from the Governor was pre-
sented by the PxRxniE, and read, recomn-
mending that appropriations be made out
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund for

the purposes of the following Bills:-
IAn Act to amend the Perth Mint Act,

1895; 2, An Act to impose Duties in re-
spedt of Dividends; 3, An Act to provide
for the Improvement of Rural Lands.
and for other purposes.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the PREMIER: Federation Resolu-
tions passed by public meeting at Boulder.

Ordered to lie onl the table.

ADDEESS-IN-REPLY-PRESENTATION.

At twenty minuttes to five o'clock the
DEPUTY SPEAKER, accompanied by lion.
members, proceeded to Government House
to present the Address-in-Reply to the
opening Speech of His Excellency; and,
having returned,

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER reported
that His Excellenu y had been pleased to
reply as follows:

MRt. DEPTY SPEAKER AND CZTswmMEs OF
THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,-

I receive with pleasure the renewed assur-
ance of your loyalty and devotion to our Most
Gracious Sovereign

I thank you for the Address in reply to my
opening Speech, and for the Assurance that
your most careful consideration wvill be given
to the important matters referred to therein.
and also to al] other matters that may be sub-
wnitted to you, mnd that it will be your earnest
endeavour to so deal with them that your
labours, may result in the permanent advance-
went and prosperity of the Colony.

Government House, Perth, 12th July, 1899.

QUESTION -OVERHEAD BRIDGE,
FREMIANTLE.

MR. HIGHAM asked the Commissioner
of Railwa,ys, When the overhead bridge
from Bay Street to South Quay, Fre-
mantle, will be constructed.

Tan COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied, that
the plans had been submitted to the Fre-
mantle Town Council, and so soon as the
details had been approved, and funds
provided, the work would be carried out.

QUESTION-RAILWAY RUNNING
SHEDS, EAST PERTH.

Mn. JAMES asked the Commissioner
of Railway's, Whether the Government
intend to erect running sheds on the land
resumed in East Perth; and, if so, when ?
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Tns COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. 11. Piesse) replied that
the land resumed at East Perth was
intended for general pm-poses, and not
specially for running sheds. There was
no intention to erect such sheds on this
land.

PERTH MINT AMENDMENT BILL.
Introduced by the PnxztiE, and read

a first time.

TRUSTEE INVESTMENT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Introduced by the PRtMiER, and read
a first time.

RETURN-EMBEZZLEMENT BY
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.

MR. VOSPER moved:
That there be laid on the Table of the House

a return, showing the number of persons who,during the past three years. being in the
employment of the Government, have comn-
mnitted misappropriation of funds, embezzle-
ment, or other offences against the law.
together with their namnes and the nature of
the punishments inflicted; and where no such
punishment has been awarded, the reasons for
condoning such offences.
From time to time rumnours had appeared
in the public Press to the effect that
there had been offences of this character
in departments under the control of
Ministers, and it had also been said
that no punishment had been awarded
to the offenders. When offences of
this nature were condoned, theme should
be good reasons for so doing. In
some cases, where action had been
taken according to law, the proceedings
had been of such a dilatoiy character
that they had become a public scandal.
In the case of Ernest Von Bibs-a, which
occurred at Coolgardie, such a long time
was taken in issuing the warrant that the
man was enabled to leave the colony.
Such a thing should not be allowed to
occur, but prompt steps be taken to deal
with the offender.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir John
Forrest) : It was not intended to oppose
the motion, but in regard to the case of
Von Bibra, there seemed to have been
considerable delay in issuing the warrant.'
He was not quite aware of the facts Of
the case, but he believed there was some
difficulty in getting the Audit Depart-
ment to formulate a charge against the

man, and in this way too long a time was
allowed to elapse before the warrant was
issued. The movements of the man
should have been sufficiently watched b)y
the police to prevent his escaping from
the colony. At the same time, he agreed
that the Police Depaxrment and those
who had the laying of the charge against
the man were slow in taking action.

.MR. Gaxoonv: How long was the
warrant lying in Perth ?

THaE PREMIER could not say, but
there was some difficulty in getting the
sworn information, as the money stolen
did not belong to the Government, but to
private individuals; and he had heard it
said-he did not know with what truth
-that a~s soon as any item had been
specified, restitution was made.

MR. VOSPna: That is to say, they
compounded a felony.

Tits PREMIER: As had already been
explained, this was private money.
There was some difficulty, and the
warrant lay in Perth; but be did not
mention that fact as justification, because
he admitted the authorities ought to
have been more on the alert and prevented
this man leaving the country. There
were other instances in which persons
had defrauded the revenue and had not
been brought to justice; but, so far as he
could remember, some circumstances in
extenuation were laid before the Govern-
ment, and in each case the money had
been repaid and the offender dismissed
the service. There were differences of
opinion, some of the departments always
pressing the prosecution to the utmost
extent of the law, while other depart-
ments took a more lenient view. The
former might perhaps be the better course,
because a person who defrauded the
country should be brought to trial and
then suffer. At the same tine, there
were many people who thought that, if
restitution were made, it was a terrible
thing to practically ruin altogether the
prospects of a young mau, and that
dismissal from the service and the
blighting of his prospects, not only in
this colony but perhaps in Australia,
were sufficient punishment. For his own
part he much preferred to give an
offender another cace, if possible, and
not to wreck all hope in life, though
of course an example must be made
of persons who so far forget their
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duty and the obligations of positions of
trust as to defraud their employers.
Nothing, he thought, would be brought
to light in the return that would show
any loceet on the part of the Govern-
mnent, who had good reason for the. action
taken in each instance. He was glad to
say there were only a few cases of the
kind, and he thought he was right in
repeating that in each instance the money
had been restored and the offender dis-
missed. He would be glad to have the
return prepared.

MR. EWING observed that two classes
of persons were contemplated in the
motion. First, the mover asked for the
names of convicted offenders, together
with the amounts of the money embezzled
and the nature of the punishment inflicted.
But the principle of justice was that
after an offender had been punished, the
community and Parliament ought to give
him an opportunity of living his wr~ong
dow-n, and should n~ot advertise the convic-
tion passed, say, three years ago, of a
person who was now doing his best to
right the wrong he had committed. That
was an aspect of the motion which ought
to he considered, because it was not fair
that a man who had suffered punishment
should be again dragged before the public
eye as a criminal. The second portion of
the motion was perhaps even more objec-
tionable than the first, because it asked
for a return showing the names of per-
sons who had not been punished, but who
had committed offences. That was prac-
tically asking for a list of the names
of persons whom the Government con-
sidered to have been guilty; and the
consequences of the publication of such
information would be most serious to
individuals. For instance, the name of
a young man at present employed in this
colony might, as the result of this motion,
appear in the list of names published in
the Press; although, as a matter of fact,
not a word of evidence had ever been
given against hint, and it might be found
if he came uip for trial that he was not a
criminal at all. The motion was a dan-
gerous one, because when a man had
been found guilty and punished, there
the matter should end; and the member
for North-East Coolgardie should think
twice before asking the Government of
the country to give a list of persons who
were merely considered to be criminals.

*No man ought to be branded as a cri-
minal until he bad been tried :therefore.
because of these serious objections. the
motion should be opposed strenuously.

MR. KENNY said lie was as much
surprised at the character of the motion
as he was at the fact that it should
emanate from the member for North-
East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper), who, of
all members in the House might, from
his past conduct, least be expected to
ask, for such a return. The hon. member
had previously acted rather as the cham-
pion and defender of persons who were
suffering or had suffered for their mis-
deeds. Two men were liberated from
the Fremantle prison, chiefly because
of the intercession of that hon. mnen-
ber; and within 24 hours after they
had been characterised in this House as
innocent, suffering creatures, and the
victims of a terrible mistake, he (Mr.
Kenny) was told by officers of the
detective department that these same men
had been re-arrested and lodged in prison
for a crime similar to that with which
they had been charged previously. That
was one of many instances which might
be cited to show what a great mistake it
was for hon. members to attempt to deal
with matters in which they were not
thoroughly versed. Bint the inolion was
still more astonishing, appearing as it
did to stretch the privileges of this House
to the very utmost. He (Mr. Kenny)
bad from time to time read in the news-
papers of young men or lads commencing
life, who had committed fraud in the
Post Office or some other branch of the
civil service; but what business establish-
ment in Western Australia was there
that had not suffered from a similar
causeP He had noticed that the sentences
for such offences ran from three to six
months' imprisonment, or probably a little
longer term; but it was very seldom, and
riLrbtly so, that a sentence of three years,

ifor instance, was passed in such cases.
Ta~ke the case of a young man who two
or three years ago was sentenced to some
months' imprisonment, and like others,
had probably seen the error of his ways
and was endeavouring to honestly earn
his living and regain the good name he
had lost. What would be the feelings of
such a man, or of his relations, on read-

Igi the public Press that he had been
Ibranded in the eye of the world as a
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felon? One had no desire at am' time
to defend the cloaking of fraud or
other offences against the law, but
common sense an3 experience of the.
world taught that to placard the name of
an unfortunate offender was scarcely the
way to reclaim him. For-.that reason he
was surprised at the motion, com ing from
the source it did ; because he had ever
looked upon the member for North-East
Coolgardie as one who would go out of
his; way to assist an unfortunate fellow
creature into the right track, rather than
push him off. Hon. members who had
never committed an act over which their
heart might sadden or their memory
mnourn, could rote for the motion. hut lie
for one must vote against it.

MR. IjEAKE;. In' opposing the motion
ats at present worded, he followed pretty
well onl the track miade Iby the member for
the Swan (Mr. Ewing) and tle muem-ber for
North Murchison (Mr. Kenny). If the
mover would amend the motion so as to
leave out that poxrion which provided for
the giving of the names of individuals,
there might not be so mnuch objection to the
return ; but it would buea&most dangerous
tiling, under the guis of Parliamientry
privilege, to publish the namies of
offenders in this way. Considering the
past history of this and some of the other
colonies, the aim now-a-days was generally
to obihterate all unpleasantness of the
past; and, in most instances, old records
were only not published hut absolutely
destroyed. The lion, member might
consider the suggested amendment, or
perhaps withdraw the motion altogether,
because, as it stood, the names of persons
suspected, but who, if brought to
trial, might possibly ha-ve been ac-
quitted, were asked for. The motion
was Rot limited to the names of those
persons against 'whom the verdict of
"4guilty " had been recorded, or who had
confessed their crime; and it was not to
be gathlered from the remarks of the lion.
miember for North-East COolgardie what
his real reasons were for asking for this
return. The lion, member, in the course
of his speech, did give the namne of one
person, and it might be that in this par-
ticular instance the name was properly
mentioned; but if the object of the
motion were to get at a definite piece of
information and to specif y individuals
ati -acts, the return should be liluited to

instances of peciar or enormous gravity,
where, in the interest of the public service
or the public weal, some justification could
be found for a course so extreme.

Ma -Vosmit said he was agreeable to
amend the ulotion in the way suggested
by the bon. member (Mr. Iteake).

Mp.. Ewnie: But the return would be
no good without the names.

Mu. ILLINGWORTH:, While having
had a distinct object in seconding the
motion, he bad Dot the slightest inten-
tion of supporting it. There had beRen a
good deal of talk-unnecessary talk, per-
haps -on this question; and, as the in-
formation asked for by the motion had
not been presented to the House, it was
advisable that the general public should
know the reasons which had actuated,
not only the Government but hon. mere-
hers generally, in takhing a course which
some people, without sufficient thought,
were inclined to think an improper
course. Large mercantile houses, bank-
ing and other institutions, frequently suf-
fered from thefts on the part of servants.
Very often an employee, in a hasty
moment--perbaps immediately after a
horse race or something of that kind-
found himself in a difficulty which made
him amenable to the law; and the action
nearly always taken by those institu-
tions, if restitution ha been made., was
to give the culprit anl opportunity to
escape punishment without publication
of his offence. The Government ought
to be in a position to know where leniency
ought to be extended; and we might
safely trust the head of a department;, or
the Minister having control of a depart-
ment, to settle such a question as that.
There had been a good deal of talk on
this subject. People had come to him
suggesting that he should ask questions
about these matters. Possibly this
ventilation of the question might do
good, and lead people to see that there
were reasons for the reticence of
the Government, which had not oc-
curred to the public wnind. He fully
concurred with the line of thought in the
speech of the member for the Swan (Mr.
Ewing); for we ought not to give publi-
city to an alleged offence or raise sus-
picion as to the rectitude of any individual,
unless the charge made against him had
been fairly tried before the court and sen-
tence pronounced, I[t would be a bad pro-

Return, Binbezzlement
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ceclent for a Minister or ineicher of
Parliament by this motion, to placard the
namnes of men who had never been tried,
but were merely suspected. Those ]uen,
so far as their departments were con-
cerned, were perhaps guilty. Still, that
was not a sufficient reason why their
names should be placarded and published
to the world. As probably all the good
that could be done by this motion had
already been done, he suggested to the
mover that the motion should be wvith-
drawn. This discussion would doubtless
serve to check any undue leniency on the
part of the Government. It would be
muost dangerous to publish the names of
individuals, some perhaps dismissed six
or twelve months ago from the Govern-
ment service, and who might be en-
deavouring to do better-seine perhaps
in the employment of firms in the city,
and trying to lead a better life. Every
opportunity, and. what is more, every
assistance, should be given to every man
who manifests any disposition to refonm;
and the publication of the names of the
persons in question would give them no
assistance, and wvould undoubtedly be
calculated to do them harm. The hon.
memnber had doubtless attained his object
in having this quiestion discussed ; the
debate would tend to enlighten certainl
persons who were inclined to clamnour on
questions of this kind; but, having served
that purpose, he should do the next best
thing by withdrawing the motion.

MRn. VOSPER (in reply): The note
of comment on the Opposition side of
the House, in reference to this niotion,
had been one of surprise. Personally, hie
was a good deal surprised; iii fact' thle
word " surprised " was too mild for his
feelings with regard to the obliquity of
vision displayed Iby hon. members who
had spoken. Firstly it had been said the
motion would result in advertising the
names of men who had already suffered
for their crimes, anid secondly li adver-
tising those persons who ht d not so
suffered. In reference to the first oh)jec-
tion, such observations showed thme folly
and ignorance of time speakers with regard
to the present conditioui of affairs in thle
colony; for it was well known that
prisoner-s, -after their release from gaol,
were not allowed 1w the authorities any
reasoniable opportinity of' obtaining cmt-
liloytnent, or of ret rieving their ch-aracters.

11flLY.] by Gomernmeut Employees.

On the contrary, :ts ar general rule, the ob-
ject of the police was to drag them back,
ats soon as possible, within the prison
walls. The member for North Murchi-
son (Mr. Kenny) had instanced a case of
two men whose release from prison hie
(Mr. Vesper) 'had secured onl the score
of their innocence, who were subse-

Iquently convicted of a crime similar to
that for which they had originally been
imprisoned. The bon. member's logic was
faulty; for the mere fact of their having
conmnitteod a crime subsequent to their
release was no proof that they were cri ni-
nals in the first instance. The incident
had escaped his (Mr. Vosper's) recollec-
tion; but lie would refer to another-the
case of Barrett and Delaney --- two men
who, nearly four years ago, were convicted
of garrottinig in Kalgoorlie. He was sure
they would not object to their names
being mentimied. After miany efforts on
the part of their friends oultside and
some in this House, those men were
released. No reason was, given for re-
leasing thein, but the papers shlowed that,

Iin the official opinion, there was very
little proof of guilt; and it was further
shown that proper facilities for collecting
evidence had not been afforded the pni-
soners prior to the trial. What had been

Ithe fate of those then? They had been
released, not without a stain onl their
character-- no reason had been given.
They had been declared innocent;, but
since that time be knew that those memi
had gone to live in a. hoarding-house in

*Perth: and they had not been in the
place twenty-four hours before a deter-
Live called and informed the proprietor
who the men wvere. Next they went to
Kalgoorlie, where timt same pcess was
repeated by the police.
* Mz. EwiNqG: Why should the hoe.
member seek to make matters worse by
his motionP
* Mat. VOSPER: That point would be
touched presently. Whien they went to
Kalgoorlie, not only were the hotel-
keepers informed of their antecedents,
but the men were also warned to leave
the towni in a given. time, and now they
proposed to leave the colony altogether.
Those two mien had never committed
any offence prior to the aleged crimne
for which they liaA suffered, arid at
the time of their conviction they bore
irreproachable cluiracters; and. cc they
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were harried about all over the colony
by the agents of the police. Those hon.
m~embers who talked about the cruelty of
placarding men as criminals might as well
have taken the trouble to investigate the
state of affairs existing in the coo 'Y
where no man who had suffered impnison-
ment had aniy opportunity of retrieving
his reputation.

MRt. HU1BLE:- Nonsense!
MR. VOSPE%: It was within his re-

collection that the lion. membl-er who now
interjected had also said " nonsense " at
the time he (Mr. Vosper) moved for the

appointment of the Penal Commission;
and yet that Commission had verified the
observations made onl the motion for its
appointment. At that time the hon.
member had said. the effect of the Com-
mission would be to whitewash the Fre-
mantle gaol and its officers; while the
Commission's report, on the contrary,
showed that the present. systemn required
a thorough remodelling. The hon. mem-
her's observation -must therefore be taken
with a grain of salt. With regard to the
object of the present motion, it had been
stated throughout the colony that certain
-persons employed by the Government had
commnitted offences of a grave character,
and, for some reason or reasons unknown,
had been permitted to go unpunished.
What he (Mr. Vosper) wished to ascer-
tain was, why they had been permitted to
go unpunished. It was also known that
other persons had committed offences of a
similar character, some worse and some
loe grave, and those persons had been

punished, some of them having been pur-
sued with the utmost rigour of the law;
they had been made to suffer for their
offences, and rightly so, while the others
had been allowed to escape unscathed.
He wanted to elicit the difference between
the two classes.

MR. KENNKY: This was not the way to
do it.

MR. ThAxE:; The difference might
have been that which existed between
",guilty" and "not guilty."

MR. VOSPER: No; because he was
aware that in the possession of a. Minister
now in the House there was a written
confession of crime signed by one of those
persons, and it was only on obtaining
that confession that the Minister con-
senited to permit the offender to escape.
How many other circumsk-wces were

there of that kind ? and by what principle
were the Government guided in dealing
differently with men who were equally
guilty? The suggestion of the member
for Albany (Mr. flake) that, if the
motion were persisted in. the proviso for
the publication of the namnes of the
offenders should be omitted, was one with
which he (Mr. Vosper) was inclined to
agree; but at the same time, the House
was entitled to the information, and
ought to have such information, for its
publication would be a check in the
future upon undue leniency in some
cases, as contrasted with the severity
meted out in -others. He had no desire
to harry or worry a person who had been
guilty of a crime-very far from it. The
methods pursued by the police were in
the last degree barbarous, and he certainly"
would not lend his countenance to a con-
tinuanlce of that system; but when the
Government were extending forgiveness to
persons who had been robbing the public
Treasury, the House should know the
reasons for that clemency, and why the
like lenieucy had not been extended to-
wards other persons guilty of similar
crimes. He would not accuse the Govern-
ment of an 'y dishonest motives; hut the
fact remained that certain persons had
managed to escape after commnitting
grave crimes, while other persons had
been heavily punished. Wherein lay the
difference? That was exactly what he
wanted to know.

THE PREMIER: At all events, such
offenders were invariably dismissed.

MR. VOSPER : Oh, yes; for the Gov-
vernmnent could do no less. After a, of
what had he been guilty in bringing
forward the motion? It was very well
for bon. members to talk in a ",high-
falutin " strain of showing mercy to evil-
doers; but he was endeavonring to do
his duty as a member of the House by
guarding the public funds. Was there
any offence in so doing? Was not that
the dut-y of every member? Was it not
the duty of the Government P And so
long as civil servants were of opinion that
the fact of being born in a certain social
position would enable them to escape the
consequences of their acts, the Govern-
ment would always be open to the depre-
dations of the thief.

Mnt. EwiNG.: If the return asked for
were made, how would dile hon. member

Return, Esabezzlement
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know that the persons mentioned therein Gfovernmecnt, but were the nioneys of the
were guilty F There would Ibe in proof sutitors of the court, placed in) his care;
of their guilt. and it was the clerk's duty to pay themn

Mn. VOSPER: There was one instance, over to the parties entitled to receive
concerning which a Minister now sitting them. When the Government learned
on the Treasury bench was able to pro- that those moneys were not forthcoming.
duce a written confession. and when that officer found that infonina-

A MEMBER: The money in that casc! tions were about to be lodged against
had probably been refunded. him for stealing those money s, th e friends

Mn, VOSPER: Possibly; hie did not Iof the manl camne to the rescue, and. on
deny it; but even so. if a, private iudi- jeach and every occasion during some six
vidual accepted the restitution of a sum or eight Weeks, as fast as the detectives
of money stolen or emb~ezzled, hie would or other officers of the police went to
be compounding a felony, search for one of the persons whose

MR. EWING:. Certainly not. No law% mnoney was missing, they found that that
in the colony provided for that. person had been paid the money. That

Mn. VOSPER: Such had been his was how the matter had been protracted
conception of the law hitherto. for seven or eight weeks. In due time,

HRn. EWING: A person~ could sue for when the funds of the friends of the cle(rk
the ecoery f mney hic hisserant of the court had been exhausted, the end

thad rembvezzled. ewihissrvn came; and then there was a personhad~hi emezld found who had not been repaid. and when
Ma. VOSPER: Proceed against im his information was sworn, it -was found

civilly ? that, in the meantime, the bird had flown.
MR. EWING: Most certainly. The delay, if any, occurred fromn the fact
Man. VOSPER: Well, he was obliged that nobody could take uipon himself the

to the hion. member for free legal advice onus and responsibility of swearing an
- probably the first gratuitous advice information that cer-tain moneys were
that had ever proceeded froin the lion. enbezzled, when it was known that the
mnember's mouth; bult it Was surely a person referred to could stand lip and
generally-accepted iuaxim that where a say " They have their mney.' This
crime had been committed it was unhvw. clerk escaped out of the colony before
ful to accept money as a, bribe to ref rain ithe warrant was issued; but that was
from prosecuting. At all events, what- not the fault of those who had the co)n-
ever the law might say on the subject, duct of the proceedings. As to the other
there was a moral aspect of the question case to which the muover referred, if the
to be considered, and the Government hion. member bad only reflected he would
would do well to take that into consider. not have tabled the m~otion in its present
ation in compounding such offences. He terms; for what good purpose could it
would say nothing further on the matter. serve to publish in daylight the namnes of
He would have had pleasure in acceptinig persons who were convicted, say three
an amendment from the memnber for years ago, and perhaps had since lived
Albany to the effect that the names of lown their offences and were now in
offenders be omitted from the return; respectable employment? Then, as to
but no such amnendiment had been mnoved, the other portion of the return, having
and as the ventilation of the subject reference to persons who had comn-
might perhaps have achieved the object I mitted offences and had not been
in view, lie would have pleasure in re- punished, these were persons against
questing the permnission of the House to whom an imputation had been made, and
withdraw the motion, it was suggested that they were to be

THiE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. regarded as criminals because they had
Rt. W. rennefatber) :, Before the motion been dismnissed from the service ; but t hat
was withdrawn, lie would like to refer to inference did not at all follow, and every
some circiumstances with which hie had miember of the House must know the
become acquatinted, stir-rouniding the case danger of relying on runiour.
of the late clerk of the cou rt at Coolgardie. Mn, Vosrzs:- The report of the
The moneys that officer was accused of Auditor General contained a good many
embezzling -%%ere not the moneys of the of the sitatements referredI to.
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: If
the lion. mnember had any feelings of
compassion, any humane feelings, hie
-should be careful before trifig with the
reputation of others, and not injure a
man's character because there had been a
complaint agtainst him which necessitated
his dismissal from thle service, but would
never justify a prosecution. The two
things were quite distinct, and, even if
carried, such a motion as this before the
House could serve no good purpose.
He (the Attorney General) had one
word to say to the lion. member on
another subject. He mentioned die
names of two men who were, lie alleged.
improperly convicted, and served a great
portion of their sentence before they were
liberated. That Case Came before his pre-
decessor, and subsequently before himself,
and he (the Attorney General) could see
no reasonable ground for the plea put
forward, that these men were innocent.
How could any Minister say the Jury
that convicted those men were wrong,
when the evidence stood i challengedP
One of these mnen camne out of gaol, and
obtained employment, and whilst his wife
had a Ibabe at her breast anld "'as Star"-
lug, lie left her; therefore the lion. meni-
ber should be careful when lie attempted
to give reputation to people who did not
deserve it.

Mw. RUBBLE: Jt was very pleasing
to know that the, hon. member had con-
sented to withdraw the motion. In re-
lation to the point on which the hion,
member had contradicted him, he would
like to say a few words. He thought he
knew more about prisons than thle hion.
mnwnber did.

Mn. OLDHAM: Had the member for
the Gascoyne ever been inside?

MR. RUBBLE: Yes. The statement
by the member for North-East Cool-
gardie, that these men were hampered by
the police, was absolutely untrue.

Mr. VosERn: There were the ticket-of-
leave conditions.

Mat. HUBBLjE: There was no ticket-
of-leave in relation to the wen lie (Air.
Rubble) spoke of. These men caine to
his office the day' they quitted prison, and
asked if lie could do anlything for tliem,
He miaintained them for three or four
days,. and lie did nmot think thie;' had been
ham pered hr v the police. Hie went out of
liis Wa. to seek emnploymjenlt for thelse

men, and eniploynieni was given in thle
smnelting works for one or two; yet, one
of them, who had known the manager

*at Broken Rill, unlawfully used the
stamp of the works. These were the sort
of men who, it was said, were not looked
after.
* Motion, by leave, withldrawn.

RETURN-CRIDIES COMMITTED ANI)
PERPETRATORS UNPUNISHED

Ma. VOSIPER moved:-
That there be laid on the? table of the House

a return, showing the numiber and nature of
crimles committed in Western Australia during
the past five years. the perpetrators of which
have suffered no penalty fromn the oper-ation
of lAw.

IThe object of the motion was to give the
IHouse an idea of the efficiency or other-
wise of the Police Department. Ever
since the Bardoc murder, some six or
seven years ago, there had been a series
of the most gross and dreadful crimes
committed in Western Australia, for

Iwhich, so far, no one had been brought
Ito justice. The list was at very long one,
*including thle Bw'-bauksg highway robb.-ery;

thle extraction of £,1,100 at. Coolgardie
railway Station; the 1Liimr recent case in

*which at person was rubbed of £2900 on
the road to the Boulder, at Kalgoorlie;
also the Dalkeith murder case; and like-
wise the recent post office robbery, where-
by £900 disappeared, anid. so far, no one
had been brought to justice. The Dal-
keith murder caLse was an especilly hard
one, at niaii being put on his trial, kept in
prison a. very long time, and finally re-
leased by the jury ': and, while the p~olice
were hunting this case up and trying to
fasten tile crime on Fox, the real murderer,
whoever lie was, got clear Away, always
supposing that the verdict of the jury in

i the case wxas a correct one. Th other
cases mentioned, there seemied to be no
tangible effort on thle part of the police
to get hold of tie perpetrators of the

Pcrimnes. The police force was an expensive
Iinstitution, and we ought to be able to
give somne reasons whir so much crimne
was commi-itted in this colony without t'he
perpetraitors beig brought to justice.
He could enlarge the list to some 50 or 60
crimes, covering the period with which
time iiioti"mu dealt, limt lie did not wAish to
weary' the House With a long storyv. It
wais a matter of public notoriety tata

Rol if rn, R wbezzhilizeid,
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these crimes had been committed, and
that no one had been convicted, and there
might be sie reason for this; but why
were we at the present time to plead
ignorance of the perpetrators of these
grave offeuces against the law ? He saw
an account in the paper that over a
thousand offeuces, he bielieved, hadul been
committed in Western Australia during
the last two or three years, for which no
one had been brought to justice. This,
lie thought, pointed to defects in the
police system; but it was, in any case,
pure assumption, for there mnight be
causes outside; yet, whatever the causes,
the public -and the House were entitled
to know them. He therefore moved the
motion standing in his name, and trusted
the effect would be that, if there were
defects in the police system of the colony,
they would he -remedied as early as
possible.

The motion, not being seconded, lapsed.

MOTION WITHDRK.WN-REFERtENDUM.
Notice of the following motion having

been previously given-
That in the opinion of this House a Bill

should be introduced at an early date provid-
ing for the reference, at a (late to be fixed by
this House, of the Commnonwealth Bill1 to the
electors for their acceptance or rejection-

AIR. WALTER JAMES said: In the
course of the remarks made by him
yesterday, on the Address-in-Reply, lie
had stated that if the Premier promised
to bring in an Enabling Bill for the pur-
pose of referring the Commonwealth Bill
to the people within a reasonable time-
he thought he had suggested, in the
course of this month--he would have
pleasure iii withdrawing this notice of
motion, because the object of it would
have been attained. That being so, he
now asked leave to withdraw the notice
of motion.

Notice of motion, bv leave, withdrawn
from the paper.

MOTION-WOBIEN'S SUFrFRAGE, TO
AFFIRM,

MR. WALTER JAMES (East Perth)
moved:

That, in the opinion of this H~ouse, early
provision should be made for conferring the
Parliamentary suiffrage upon women.
He kaid: This is aL Motion which has beer)
before the House onti several occasions,

and on those occasions my efforts have
been maissionary' efforts; but this time I
think they are not quite so heart-breaking
as before, as I understand that owing. no
doubt, to the full discussion the ques-
tion has received on prior occasions,
there has been a sudden conversion of a
great number of members of the House,
and I a-i satisfied that members who
have been converted are thoroughly sin-
cere, and see with the same eye as those
of us who have supported the motion all
along. By giving, the franchise to women
they will he conferring a. power and re-
sponsibility upon by far the highest and
best part of humanity. The principle is
recognised, and I only desire to say a. few
words. I should like to express the'
thanks of those of us who believe in the
mnotion-thanks- which will be echoed by
all who believe that the working of this
principle will prove how just it is-to the
late member for Sussex, Mr. Cookworthy.
None of us can fail to recognise how much
wye owe to the efforts of that gallant and
honourable gentleman who, at a time
when the principle was not nearly so
popular, brought it forward and gallantly
stood by uis, and a majority of the House
and the coimtri- to-dayv believe in it. If,
as has frequently been declared, the
maj orit 'y are right and the majority
shiould rule, then Mr. Cool-worthy is
right, o" this question, and the member
for Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth)
entirely wrong. I think also that those
men in the House who felt some doubt
whether this change was desired by the
women in the colony, must have had their
doubts very considerably removed by the
active initerest the women themselves have
exhibited in the question during the past
few months. Those who are in favour of
the principle, or those who are opposed
to it, must realise what has been done,
and recognise the symptoms in the
various parts of the colony that the ladies
are strongly in favour of the principle,
and want the right to vote. Their desire
to have the power to vote conferred upon
them is surely a guarantee that the vote
was wanted, and that being wanted it wilL
be exercised. If we have this active body
of would-be voters who desire and I
believe are thoroughily qualified in every
iv to exercise the vote, we must realis'e
that in conferring the franchise upon
themn we shall be discharging a, duty

[ASSEMBLY.] Motion to -Affirm.
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which will secure the safety of the State,
by placing upon those powerful shoulders
the responsibility wvhichi power should
always carry with it. Personally I look
forward with the Utmost confidence to
the operation of this mneasure when
adopted. I ant satisfied that this lHouse.
and the future Houses of the country,
and also the people of the colony, will
realise that the principle will work, well
ats a whole, and that, the vote when used
by the women wvill be exercised for the
purpose of iniprovi zig the social conditions
of this country : and not only the social
conditions of this country, hut the con-
ditions of everv coun~tr~y where that prin-
ciple is operating. I' ant satisfied that
any mnember who has voted for the
mnotion in the past and votes for it now,
and any member who sees it iii operation,
will not regret that the motion has been
adopted, and this right conferred upon
women. I have great pleasure in lrinmg
the motion.

MR. HIGHAM (Fremnantle) :I have
the greatest pleasure in seconding this
motion. Four sessions ago I supported
time former member for Sussex (Mr.
Oookworth~y) in this matter; and, if I
have ans' regret; now, it is that tihe
former member is not here to see the
consummiation of his efforts. I have felt
too long that women were entitled in full
equity to the Parliamentary privilege
just the samne as men, and more than that,
I have felt they are just as fully capable
of realising die responsibilities of the
franchise as men are. I fedl more than
that: I think that when women do get
the franchise they will take more interest
in the responsibility east on them than
'non do.

MR. MITCHELL: Oh!
MR. HIGHAM : The member for the

Murchison says " Oh! " But when wve
look around us and see the general
apathy of men on many political qies-
tions, we must realise that women as
voters will have to be very apathetic to
he worse than the average men. Even
the member for the Ashburton (Hon.
S. Burt), although he has consistently
voted against womnsmhood suffrage,
has often expressed the opinion that
women are just as nmuch entitled to
the franchise as men. If. members had
voted according to their convictions we
should have had womanhlood franchise in

1896. It may not have been convenient
at that time, but women were jnst as
much entitled to the vote then as they
are to-day. A good deal has been said

Iabout the exercise of the franchise hr
women in South Australia; but from Al
that I can learn, notwithstanding all that
has been said to the discredit of woman-
hood franchise in South Australia, the
system has worked for good in that
colony, and I amh only' too0 pleased to see
the imimediate prospect of the extension
of the franchise to women being brought
into operation here.

MR. ILLINOWOETH (Central Mur-
chison) : For four successive sessions of
Parliament I have used all the powers
that I possess and all the earnestness of
lay nature. to oppose this motion; and I
should be prepared now to spend hours
in endeavouring to bring evidence to bear
on this question, if there was any' reason-
able prospect Of that evidence being care-
fully aud properly weighed. I ask, what
has occurred, FYour times in succession
this House h'as rejected this motion In,
steadily' increasingimajorities. Nothing
has baple,1 *ed. no, argumenit has been ad-
vainced. nothin new hlas been presented
to time people, bitt suddenly it has been
discovered that it is desirable to give in-
creased representation to the goldfields;
and it is no secret that hou. members
have declared themselves in favour of
voting for this question, not because
they are convinced, not because they
have reversed their opinions as de-
clared in this House and reported in
Mansard, lbnt because they think it is
desirable to give sonme kind of balancing
weight to the increased representation of
the fields. I ask, is this a worthy
m~otive? Is this a reasonable way of

*dealing with a question of this charmcter P
Hon. members smile, but we know that

*if this motion is carried in this House it
will not ibe carried on the conviction of
hon. muembers.

MR. HIaRAM: It will.
MVIu. ILLING WORTH: If it is carried

it will be carried b v the votes of those
who have not only spoken against this
question year after year-. but who are
Fist as thioroughly efonvinced that they
were right when times uttered their A -
dresses. This House has been thoroughly
" jockeyed " through and thirough on
tl'e qu estion ; and what credit can it
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be to the country, and to the women of
the country, to attain what they say are
their rights because it is the conviction of
certain members of this House, and
certain people outside the House, that in
Order to balance the absolutely necessary
increased representation for the fields, w~e
should now place onl thle rolls a large
number of electors under womanhood
suffrage? If women are to have the rote,
let them have it fairly on their merits;
if women are to be pla~ced on the
rolls. let them be fairly placed there, but
not by a subterfuge, not b y a side wind.
Members cannot say, that %nydhing has
occurred to alter the decision of their
votes on the last occasion; nothing has
occurred to alter the opinions which
inere ers had previously formed on this
question; and in the face of that, it -would
be waste of time for me and other
members to endeavour to discuss the
question on its merits. I have dlone my
best, and I sincerely believe that to6
give womlen at vote is a mistake.

MR. Vosnun : To keep the Ministrly in,
that is one reason.

MR. ILLUNG WO~RH: I would rather
say that Ministers have broadler mainds
thlan to favour this vote to keep them in
office. buit Ministers arn. unwillingly COn-
scntmtg, against thcir convic-tions, to this
matter being introduced into the proposed
Redistri bution of Seats Bill, for 110 liigher
purpose than that in their judgment it is
desirable to increase the electors of this
part of the colony as against the gold-
fields. Is that a proper way of dealing
with a great national and constitutional
question?5

MEL. JAmEs: Why should you say
that?

MR, ILLINGWORTH: People have
told me so. Surely that is a sufficient
reason.

MR. JAMES: Is it the usual thing to
repeat in the House private conversa-
tions ?

Mn.- TLLINGWVORTH: The hion.
mnember has been earnest on this question.
and has done the best he canl by bringing
arguments to hear on this Housie for three
time.; in succession; bnt did he succeed in
conv.incing the Housei No; time majority
has increased against him. The hioni.
member knlows very well that nothing hias,
been said or tittered,. nothing has been
d000. nothing- lha ocund to chauge the

minds of mnembers who have voted, except
one question before the House, and that
one question is how, rightly or wrongly,
to give increased representation to this
part of the colonky. It is simply useless
to argue Or to birimng informlation before
the House to try and convince lion. mai-
hers ; it would he simply Waste of time'n.
It iltlber5 go back onl their votes of last
session, if the reason which I suggest is
not thle true one, lion. mnembers can give
their own reasons; but I suspect that
what I state is the reason. Every man
may change his mind b y having; fresh
light brought to him on a certain "subject

I--if so, well and good;j but if the motive
that I suggest is "the mnotive, I thinkc it

iWill be a ver~y serious matter, and cer-
tainly it will be no honour or credit to
the women of this couantry, to receive their
rights bly such mneans.

11u. RASON (South Muchison): As
one of those mnembers of this House who
has not altered his opinion, I think I may
fairly) reply to the lion, mnemlber for
Central Murcliison, who, in the course of

5li SeeClL. did not tell the House how lie
intended to vote On thle question, or what
his peKrsonial opinion wvas on the luestion
of granting the suffrage to womlen : lie did
no0t say whether lie had altered his ud
or not, I ham' not heard any private
conversations, but Certainly I Was under
the imi pression that the hon. mnemtber him-

SefWas now in fatvour1 Of gIrantinlg thme
franchise to women.

MR. 1LLImowonrTH: Certainly not, andc
never shiall be..

MR. HA SON: Now we have a definite
statemtent from the hion. muembler. I was
evidently uinder at wrong impression. 1.
certaily. told the hon. mlember for East
Perthi (Mr. Jamnes), when hie moved at
similar motion to the one before thev
House, during the course of last session,
that if he did introduce this subject again,
and I had an opportunity of supporting
him . I cer-tainly should avail myself (of
that. opportunity' . I also told hiin that 1.

Iwas Sure lie would persist in Ris effort,
and I hILS equjially sit' if hie did persist
his effort wVould hoe crowned with success;
but I did lot anticipate that his suiccess
Would17 be SO nUca at hand. I think the
memiber for Central Murchison has no
right to sa ' thle Government have intro-
duceed this question into his Excellenc 'y's
Spe-ech from anm tninoutthy mnotive.

[ASSEMBLY.] .1rotioll, 10 Iffiraj.
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MR. TLLINGWORTH:, I did not say
"unworthy."

MR. RASON: If the Government had
not Proposed to grant thle suffrage to
women, I am sure the muembewr for East
Perth would have introduced the subject
at the very earliest opportunity, and I mun
sure of this, that opinion hats altered
so much in this House, and also outside
oif it, that the suffrage would_ have had to
be granted to women. I amn afraid the
member for Central Murehison has gone
very far out of his way to take away all
the pleasure that the women of this
counatry would otherwise have derived
from having the suffrage granted to them,
because instead of its being given now as
anl act of justice, the member for Central
Murchison turns round and says it is not
an act of justice, but a political dodge. I
do not think the people of Western Aus-
tralia will thank the hon. member for his
opinion.

Mn. ILLINO WORTH: They will not
thank you for giving, theni the suffrage
in this war.

MAH. IRASON: T aim not considering
mylfSI in the matter at all, hut if they'
thanik ine at all itin ust be for being a
cousistent suipporter Of the ineniher for
East Perth. I may say I have not altered
imy opinion. I have argued in favour of
thet extension of the frauchise to wvomuen,
and I ami glad that there is so early at
likelihood of their attaining it.

XR. KENNY (North Murchison):
Since I have had the honour of a seat iu
this House I have always advocated this
extension of the franchise, and have sup-
ported the member for East Perth (Mr.
James) in his laudable effort to procure
.justice for the women of his native
counitry; and so long as I remain, a
lnlemlber I shall continue to accord that
support, and will never feel any more
satisfied than the lion. mnember hitmelf,
until the boon he asked for has been
granted. The mnember for Central Mur-
chison (Air, fllingworth) has made some
remiarks as to the Government " jockey-
ing" the House. Per'sonally I have an
objection to beoing, "Jockeyed," either by
the Government or byv the member for
Central Murehison; aind] I contend I am
perfectly con sistent in the course I now
take in regard to this motion. f have' noQ
desire to inflict a long-winded speech on
the House, because tlime is tuo pr-ecious,

but I would say the member for East
Perth deserves the greatest credit for his

pesitence in bringing this motion for-
ward session after session. This is not

the only great measure that members of
Parliamnent have been compelled to bring
forward time after time, before eventually
succeeding ini their object; and I havt'
always felt that the day was not far dis-
tant when the labours of the hon. mem-
ber would be rewarded; at anly rate, that
is my sincere hope, and I shall do all I
possibly can to assist him in carrying the
motion into effect.

Mu. KINGSVILL (Pilbarra) : I ani
one who has not changed my mind 6nm
this subject; because, as I have hitherto
opposed the extension of the franchise to
womten, I now oppose the motion of the
bon. member for East Perth (Mr. James).
Two or three statements have been made
ini favour of this: motion, one of the first
being that the women of the colony have
expressed a wvish for the franchise; but
I rscarcely think we canl he sid to have
proof of that statement.

MR. Groltn: Tmer are ii lot of old

Mlif. ]INGSN1ILT. Fulthernitore, had
the Governmeint been anxious to find omit
what was the dlesire oif the womnm of this
colony, they would have gone to the
troub lle, wh'len irollec'tiiig vidence as to the
num11ber, also to cojllec~t evideiice as to
their fe~eling in the matter. I have had
an opportunlity of speaking to one or two
men who have been collecting the namnes
of women of over 21 rears of ave who
would be entitled to a. vote in Western
Australia, and without exception I have
been told that, when ladies inquired and
were told the object of the census, five
out of every six of tment expressed their
unwillingness to accept the firanchise.

MR. HGHAM : Mem do the samne.
MR. KINGSMILTJ: Women, when told

that it was proposed to confer the fran-
chise. on them, simply asked what they
were to do with votes when thiey got theni.
I beard anl interjection fm'oin an hionm.
uiemiber, " Men do the sante," and I will
aniswer that 1.r. sayinig it would redound
a great deal more to the credmi of the
Government, in the present circimstanees
of the colony, if ther were to mammke iii-
qimiries with at view to; gettig mten oi the
rolls, than does their action in regard to
womuen. I m1ust coagratulate thu menmbher

[12 JULY, 1899.]Woma8 Suffraye.



302 Wonzen's Sujffaqe: SEML]ototoAJh.

for East Perth on the marvellously if not
suspiciously sudden at-cession to thec ranks
of members who have been converted to
his way of thinking. In my experience
of parliamientary life, which of course is
not large, such a sudden change of

opinion has never come to my notice;
-and this makes me more suspicious
that there may be somie truth in the
suggestion thrown out by the uieni-
ber for Central Murchison (Mr. Ti'ling-
worth). I begin to believe that this
movement onl the part of the Government
and their supporters wvill be found in the
second edition of the Governor's Speech
which mnay be laid on the table at the end
of the session. Whether the suggestion
of the member for Central Murchison,
that this step is taken by the Govern-
mieat as a counterbalancing move to the
attitude they have practically been forced
to take over the redistribution of seats,
be correct or not, I would ask the hon
members who represent the goldfields to
consider their position. Whiether the
Government have adopted the course
with the mnotive imputed to them, or
whether they have not-

MR. ILLLNGWORTH -, The effect is the
saine in any case.

MR. Ri1 IGSMILL: The effect is the
same. But I do not think the Premier
is the man to do anything without study-
ing the matter; and if a, counterbalanc-
ing move to the redistribution of seats is
meant, then the action of the Govern-
ment in forcingc this House into Passing,
by a" assured majority, a principle which
has been fully debated in this House
seven times I think in all, and has been
coolly, methodically, systematically, and
in cold-blood thrown out every time--

MR. ILLINGWOETH: With increasing
majorities.

MR. XINGSMIL: With increasing
virulence, if I may use the expression-
then, I say, ' the action of the Government
is 0110 whichi no boii. mem-ber ought to
sulpp)ort. The Premier the other night
wondered why members left his side of
the House withouit sufficienit reason.

Tnx PRE~MIER: What is that?
Mg. KINGSMTLTL: It has been said

that the proposed extension of the fran-
chise to women is a counterhalance to
the proposed redistribution of seats.

THRE PREMIER: All the goldields
people want femnale franchise.

Mn. KIINGSMILL: This is the first
time I have heard that.

THE: PREMIER.: Then you must have
hidden yourself dtuing the last six
months.

Mx. KTNGSMfLL: Oh, no. As I
was about to say, if the imputations cast,
on the action of the Government are
true, it is no longer a wonder why men
cross the floor, because a man, to remain
a supporter of the Government, would
need to change his principles at least
once a session.

MR. TLLINGWoECEI: Once a. week.
Tnn PaRIER : You changed before

vou knew what our views were.
Mu. RTNGSMILL: I had an inkling

of them.
THE PMIER: You are nikinga ver~y

lame excuse.
MR. KINGSMILjL: I am afraid that

after all I cannot really congratulate the
member for East Perth (Mr. James),

Ibut should rather condole with him.
Although I may not support that hon.
member in his franchise proposal, I have
always admaired his consistency, and
recognised that lie uses his best efforts
in his advocacy; and I feel I mu~ist eon-

*dole with him, arguing on may present
* basis, onj the fact that the support of the
Govern ment on this occasion is granted
to him, or is about to be granted to him,

oton the merits. of the motion; and if
I w~iere the boit. miemuber, I would glory
Imore in past defeats than in present
victory.

Mit. VOSPEIR (North - East Cool-
gardie) : I intend to vote for this motion,
although I cannot say I shall do so with
pleasure on this occasion, but rather the
contrary. I feel that what the hon.
member for Central Murchison (Mr.

IIllingworth) has said contains a great
Ideal of truth, and. that the sudden

adpton of the principle of woman
sulgage by the Government and their
supporters is simiply a. political manceurre.

THE PREMIER: Oh, we are terrible
muanceuyrers!

Ma. VOSPIER : I must confess that in
speaking on this matter a day or two ago,
I may have given the Premier credit for
a great deal more intelligence than lie
poseses ; but no doubt this is, a very
clever dodge, on whbich,. as a goldfield ie-
presentative, I cannot look with any coni-
placency.

Mohn)z to[ASSEMBLY]
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MR. A. FoRREST: Surely you have no
objection to increasing the number of
members of this House.

MR. VOSPER: Certainly not. If this
motion bie carried without a division, or
if a division occurs, we shall see voting
in its favour at number of members
who have always previously, in strong
language, perhaps unjustifiably strong
language, spoken against this measure.
They turn their backs on themselves and
fall over their own shadows, in their
efforts tooblige thieGoverunment. I shall
find myself amongst the majority in
favou~r of the motion, and that only shows
what strange bedifellows we meet in politi-
cal adversity, and I shall have no reason
to be proud of my company. Hitherto I
have been proud to support the member
for East Perth (Mr. James) on this ques-
tion, and now I am bound, as a matter of
principle, to support him again; but I
know I am perforce contributing to a sud-
den mianceuvre, which I admire as clever,
but which I deprecate. I will not say
it is a dishonest move, but it is a move
the Government would not have adopted
if they had not feared the results of the
redistribution of seats oin the electoral
roll. I shall vote for the motion, but
with sincere regret.

MR. GEORGE (Murray) : I view this
debate with a considerable amnount of
astonishment. I thought hon. members
were debating a matter, but instead of
that they seem to be practically playin~g
with hidden edged tools.
M. ILLINGOoRrH: " The numbers are

up.,
M. GEORGE: I do not know whether

-the numbers arm up." but so far as I am
concerned I will not turn my back on my
principles. It is only on occasions like
this that I have to turn my) back on the
sex which I respect perhaps as much as
any other memuber of the House, and I
shall vote against the motion, though if
the member for East Perth (Mr. James)
is an homiest mian, as I believe hima to be,
hie will not press the matter to a division.
We have been told by two members of
very dissimilar character that the action
of the Government is. in plain English,
at dodge, having for its aim amid end the
" dishing of time Whigs." I am a little
particular as to what sort of crockery I
eat my* dinner off; and though I like myv
mecals as well as anybodY, I would rather

do without than eat off a dirty plate:; and
if the member for East Perth accepts
what is offered on a dirty, plate, he is
worthy of the company in 'vhich he will
find himself. This subject of female
franchise has been br-ought up session
after session by that hion. mnember, -whoiti
I am glad to see in his place to-miight,
because he usually runs away at this
stage of a debate. The question, as I
say, has been brought up times without
nuniber, and has been debated right down
to below bedrock, if it be possible to get
that far down. We have been told that
a meeting of ladies expressed a wish for
the franchise: but I suppose a meeting
of ladies could be brought together at
any time, in the same way as a gathering
of old women in breeches could be organ-
ized, if sufficient, inducement be placed
before them. If prominent ladies wish
their opinions to be heard, they will
attend a meeting; and, indeed, the per-
sonality of the member for East Perth is
sufficient to bring together a meeting at
whiich ladies would be founud, that nem-
ber having been spoken of in this House
and outside as the " boss rooster of the
]teen Yyd.'' I should like, when that
gentleman replies- --althoughi I think lie
will take vounsel with his self-respect,
and will not proceed in time mnatter-I
should like him to let uts know what
women have lost by not having the
franchise, for I have never y et been able
to learn that they have lost much. I
have heard women say that there is no
proper divorce law; flut ais at rule the
women who say that, would never need a
divorce law, for the simple reason that
they do not gret married, and would niever
get married even if they were the only
women intimheworld. As th matter stands
now, women have not lost anything
through not having the franchise ; but
they are on die verge of losing the re-
spect of men by pushing themselves for-
ward and into poisitions and avocations
w~here they are not required, and where,
in mny opinion, no good women would
find themselves. fLA MEMBatER: Rot!]
That is In 'VOpinion. Women are not
wanted in politics or on the platform.
and.( I aMu sure they are not wanted as
mzemubers in this Houe. But, 1 knowu
where they are wanted-in their own
homes and in the homes of the poor, be-
causev that is where wwuien's mission
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should and ought to be, instead of talk-
ing balderdash and seeking political
prominence and positions for which they
are not intended by nature. I am sorry
I did not hear the speech of the hon.
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Illingwortb); aind in mentioning IIs
constituency' I hope that the Premier,
whexn there is a redistribution of seats,
will see that some distinguishing name
or mark is given to each member. It
is a great puzzle to many of us to
have to remember this Murchison and
that Murchison, this Perth and that
Perth, and this or that Coolgardie;
and we are not allowed to call them by
their names, or to give them some dis-
tinguishinig badges, numbering them 12,
13, and so on, so that we may refer to
them by numbers. I was observing that
I was sorry I was not in the House when
the member for one of the Murchisons
was speaking, b~ecause last session he
delivered one of the best speeches it was
possible for at moan to make who was
actuated by a trute respect for woman.
If, as I understatid, hie spoke for only
three or four minutes this evening, the
reason must have been thatt hie now sees
the futility of persevering, or it may be
that lie is aware of som diabolical reason
-if [ umlay use the expression-having
reference to somte change that has taken
place in the mninds of Ministers, and
therefore the lion. member sees the
fuitility of speakiug on this matter.

MR. ILtINGWvoRTH: "Jockeying."
MN. GEORGE : Well, I do not know

what" jockeying" means. " Sockeying,"
I presum1e, means riding for a fall. I
think the Premier was riding for a fall
last session, but this session he seems to
be full-blooded again : lie does not intend
to ride for a fall. if I understand arighit
thie observations of hou. members who
are enabling me to take up the thread of
a discourse which I an, sorry I am not
prepared for, it appears that the Govern-
ment have some scheme in their heads
which is flow comling outr very slowly, it
is trite - 1 .y vwh ich the '- hope to disappoint
the advocates of the righteous demand
for the redistribution of seats, Is that it?

MR. TmLiN(wonRTU : That is it.
AlR. GEORGE : Well, if the Govern-

meat intend to 14, that. the Government
are not the men I take themn for, nor the
men who ought to obtalin the support

of this House; because if there is any
right, reason, or justice in the reistribui-
tion of seats, there can be no truth or
justice in any move which will render
that redistribution of seats invalid.

MR. HiwnAM: Whant about womian's
rights?'

- MR. GEORGE: Never mind about
womna's rights, or womant's lefts: that is a
matter for the bootmaker or the breeches
maker. I am talking on the question of
redistribution of seats. If this is the idea,
then the member for East Perth (Mr.
James) cannot accept it; that is to say,
if he does accept it, he will do so on thie
principle of " any means to an end."
Repeating the homely expression I have
used before, I do not care to eat my meat
from a dirty plate; and if I respected.
as I do respect, the ladies quite as
much as the member for East Perth, I
would say, if I could not have this matter
oil a cleans plate, I would not have it at
all. The women of this colony deserve
too much respect to be made the tools, as
it were, of a political dodge. Those are
myte opinions upon the matter, and I have
tried to express them in as respectful a
mnnrer as possible. This principle has
engaged the attention of politicians, I
presuine, all over the world. It has; been
tried in a few places ; but has it been
tried anywhere with conspicuous success?

MR., HIGHAM: Yes; in New Zealand.
MR. GEORGE: In New Zealand it

wats a hopeless failure. They had a lady
imayoress at Onehunga, and what was the
result?

MR. HIGAnns You have had worse
elsewhere.

MR. GEORGE: The hon. gentlemn
replies with an argument which is usual-
with what you might call the argument
of shutting up.

MR Hr~a Not at all. I have not

Mu. GEORGE: They elected a lady
mayoress at Onehunga, in New Zealand,
and what did she do? Shiemade apretty

Imess of it; and the next time they didl
itot elect her. Although our friend (Mr.
Highiam) would make out that the lady
mua voress is bound to do the things that
are right, we have at habit in Western
Australia of asking our, iayors to remnain
with 'is a little longer than, ne year,
because we justl y recognise the truth
that it takes several months for I una to
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serve his apprenticeship as mayor; and
unless hie shows, during his first year of
office, that he has pecu liar qualifiations,
enabling him to take a grasp of municipal
government, he does not get elected a
second time. We have had the spectacle
in Western Australia, on which we can
reflect with considerable pride, of seeing
mayors of Perth and of Freimantle remain-
ing in office year after year until they
have been obliged to go out in accordanice
with the law, or else they would have
been elected for still further periods.
They* elected a lady mnayoress in Onehuniga,
and got rid of her as soon as they possibly
could.

MR. HIOHALM: Onehunga is not Perth.
MR. GEORGE: We know it is not.

We are talking of New Zealand-not of
Perth. If it had been Perth, I think the
Perth citizens would have done exactly
the same ats those of Onehunga., because
if I may judge by the speeches of the
ladies who are heading this movement in
the colony, none of them has exhibited
any particular administrative talent.
They are probably better educated, in
some respects, than their critics: they'
may have better intellects, but they have
not shown any particularly brilliant ad-
nmistrative qualities.

MR. HIGHAM : You will not see.
MR. GEORGE: No; we are not likely

to see that which does not exist. The
very nature, the very physique of a
woman, in my opinion at any rate,
renders her an admirable manager of her
own home; but, as a, rule, she does not
possess the grasp, and the education, and
the training which would enable her to
act as the governor of a large and comt-
plicated organism like the city of Perth,
or even the smaller town of Fremantle,
represented by my lion. friend over there
(Mr. Solomon). I do not thin], the
member for East Perth has yet shown
this House, in the numerous speeches he
has made, how far he proposes to go in
extending this franchise to women. He
has not shown us whether he simply in-
tends it to apply to married women or
to widows, or whether he intends to
include all women.

MR. HIGnAh: Certainly.
MR. GEORGE :XWell, he has not

shown its that.
MR. Hxctn~u: To women the same as

to men.

MR. GEORGE: Exactly to women
the same as to men ? And lie requires,
of course, the residence clauses to apply
to women as to men ?

MR. SOLOMON: There is silence upon
that point.

Mu. GEORGE: Silence! I wish lion.
members would not interrupt the thread
of my argument. I repeat, the mover of
the miotion has not shown us how far he
intends this principle to go. He has not
shown us whether he intends that, as
must necessarily follow, it shall also
confer upon womien the privilege of join-
ing the ranks of the legislators of West
Australia. He might have gone a step

Ifurther, and have let uts see what he or
any other miember did in connection with
the matter in the debates of the Federal
Conventions. So far as I am aware,
there was no mention of woman suffrage
in the Convention debates, The ardent
chamipion of the ladies, the man who
rnns a tilt at windmills--he runs a tilt
at me, soietmes--

MR. VospERu: Surely you are not a
windmill?~

MR. GEORGE: Probably I amu on
this occasion ; at all events, T notice that
lie was particularly silent at the C!on-
ventions in Melbourne and the other
places in the eastern colonies which lie
visited. Why did he not rise in all thme
ardour of his youth and chivalry, and
tilt at those champions on the other side,
and bring the question of women's suf-
f rage into the arena, at a time when he
was representing or mnisrepresenting, as
the case may be, his native colonyP I
cannot understand a man having one set
of opinions for this colony and mnother
set for amother colony. If his politics

Iare really founded on a solid basis, upon
reasonable principles, why should he
carry one coat with him to the Federal
Convention and then wear another when
he comes back to Western Australia?

FI shall wait with some amount of
eagerness and interest the explanation
to be given by the hon. member on
that point; and I expect it is at matter
which has not yet been brought by lion.
members before this House. The sub-
ject of wonian's suffrage opens up to my
mind a long vista of debatable questions;
and once we commence to look into the
matter-and look into it we must before
we vote upon it- it seemts to me that the
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raifications which proceed from this
doctrine are not likely to be settled in
one eveniing, or even in one session of
Parliament. Of course it is very easy, if
hon. members wishi, to cut the debate
rather short, sand to take a vote on the
qJuestion if they) have made up their mninds
how to vote be fore entering the Chamber.
As far as I am concerned, my mind was
made up long before I camne here to-night;
but I amn afraid some hon. members have
had ulterior pressure brought to bear
upon them. I have heard of the sudden
conversion of the Premier, who has
changed his mind for some reason or
other, and has come round from refusing
to grant this suffrage; for the sake of
some dodge or another, he has decided to
come into it. Still if there is one reason
mome than another which would make me
decide against this question, it is the
sudden conversion of the Premier.

MR. ILLINOWO~Rn: He is not usually
suddenly converted.

MR. GEORGE: That is why I cannot
agree with the Premier. He is at doughty
politician in all manner of ways, we know;
fights as hard as he. possily can, and,
when he cannot, gets someone else to do
it for him; but when he holds very
strong opinions upon a matter of this
sort, and then suddenly veers round, I
like to know what is the cause of it. I
like to know what is the reason of it;
and T say to hon. members: do not follow
the lead of the Premier in this matter be-
fore you have thoroughly investigated his
motives for so sudden a change of front.
One might almost thinkthatthe gentlemnan
who presides over the Observatory had
predicted one of his famous hailstorms or
-wind storms, or rain storms; and that
they had suddenly veered round the com-
pass, sand that the Premier had something
to do with them. We require to have
considerable time to think over this
mnatter before we come to a decision in
regard to it. I should like to call the
attention of the Premier to those eloquent
words he used last session in reference to
this very matter. Hie then took up an
altogether different stand from what he
is taking now, and I cannot apprehend
this sudden, what I may call, death-bed
conversion--this conversion atthieeleventh
hour.

MRt. VOSPER: "In the sure and certain
hope of a joyfuld resurrection."

MR. GEORGE: Let us see what the
Premier says in Hansard.

THE PREMIER: What does he say
MR. GEORGE: Exaoctly what I am

going to tell ,you, if you wait a moment.
He says:

I will tell you another reason why. It is
the natural instinct of man to set chivalrously
to woman, because she is weaker than he.
Is there any alteration now in the relative
positions of the sexes? Has the woman
suddenly become stronger than the man?
And if so, has thle change been owing to
the introduction of ticked cattle which
have enabled her to get more meat?
The Premier goes on -

She is weaker physically, and mnan feels it
to he his duty to protect her.

Does not man feel that now, and does not
he do it?

THE PREMIER: Yes.
Ma. GEORGE : Certainly ; then

whence comes the change ? This is
where the pathetic part comes in:

We all know, as the member for East Perth
has told us time after time, what a charm and
solace woman is to man in his home..
Is she not that still? Can the right lion.
gentleman say, from his own experience,
that there is any change in that respect'?
Far be it for me to suggest that because
it is not so, the Premier now wishes to
grant women's suffrage.

At 6830 p.m. the Deputy Speaker left

the Chair.

At 7-30, Chair resumed.

MR. GEORGE (continuing): I was
endeavouring so bring before the notice
of members the remarkable somersault
onthisquestion which has been performed
by the Premier, who has arrived at a time
of life when those juvenile gymnastics
are generally left alone. It will be par-
ticularly interesting to members to listen
to a few extracts I propose to give from
speeches made by the lion. gentleman and
some of his colleagues in previous ses-
sious. I remarked before we adjourned
that the Premier made use of this ob-
servation:

Man is physically stronger than woman.

That was one of his arguments, and it
is not for me to say whether it is a good or
a bad one. But I will ask the Premier if
any change has taken place in her consti-
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tution so that a woman is now physically'
stronger thtan a juan. He continues :

Hie is more able to undergo privations and
diffculties, by reason of his physical strength,
than woman.
That is another remarkable statement
adduced, and the right hon. gentleman
will find great difficult 'y in showing any-
one that woman has altered physicallyv
since the time he used those words. He
further says:

I. should like to know what would be the
feelings of any man who works for his living
if, on returning home after a bard dlay's work,
seeking to provide for his wife and family, ho
found his wife had gone to some political
meeting.
A man might find his wife had gone to
some political meeting, perhaps. to hear
the hon. gentleman explain federation, a
sulbject in relation to which all West
Australia would listen to him, and she
might have neglected the necessary homely
duties which make the charm of our
homes. Re also says:

If we gave women the vote, the result would
be that women would give more attention to
politics and political questions, aand less atten-tion to their social duties and the comforts of
their homes.
If there is one thing that the ladies of the
colony would cry out about -- aid I sym-
pathise with them very much-it is the
difficulty of finding competent, reliable,
and necessary assistance for the drudgery
of the home wvork which has to be under-
taken; and I am not aware that even the
State-aided immigration wvhich the Gov-
erment have paid for has in anyv way
alleviated the difficulty. If that be a
correct statement. and I believe it is. let
me ask the Premier bow he c-an recon-
cile his position, and declare himself
willing, nay eager, to vote for this ques-
tion, having previously brought forward
so many arguments against it?

THE PREMIER: Not eager.
MR. GEORGE: The right hon. gentle-

man never is eager, if the argumnentput for-
ward happens to disagr-ee with him; but
we notice that he is at any rate in a pretty
considerable hurry% to bring the question
before the country, and, as has been
broadly stated by mnembers, it looks very

suspicious that it should be brought for-
ward just before the redistribution of
seats take place. [A MEMBER: Quite
natural.] The hon. member supplies me
with aL word which will have considerable

*weight with his leader. I will draw the
attention of the right hou. gentleman to
another argument lie used with regard to
the ladies, and which he used a few yecars
ago even against men who had the mis-
fortune, from his point of view, not to

*have been boru in Western Australia.
With regard to the ladies he says:

Those who have taken a deep, interest in the
movement.

*These are the ladies who have appeared
on the platfonni, and at public mneetings at,
which they have delivered addresses, and
have listened to addresses front tire meri-F er for East Perth:-

Thoem who have taken a deep interest in the
movement are those who have only been hero
a short time, and who have no love for the
country. They have no intention of living in
it longer than they can help; they are birds

Iof passage for the most part.
THE PREMIER: Who said it?
MR. GEORGE: The Premier of this

colony has stated that with regard to the
ladies for whom he has been pleading
this evening.

THE PREMIER: I have not spoken.
MR. GEORGE: That is all right; lie

intends to.
THE PREMIER: You go on with your

speech.
MR. GEORGE: As in a games of

chess, the right hon. gentleman does not
-always show his moves right off, but when
lie lets us see his first move at the start,
we know there is something behind it.
I again quote words by the Premier:

They aire overflowing with good-will for
the country, but they do not intend to stay
here longer than they can possibly help.

IIf the tight hon. gentleman has not
*spoken, I am going to claim his vote this
evening against women's suffrage, be-
cause, alter the arguments and statements
lihe made last session, hie cannot, with say
respect to himself or the country, turn a
somersault like that of voting in the
opposite direction.

MRt. ILLINGwoRTH: He is converted.
MR. GEORGE: It would take a great

deal to convert the Preinier on a matter
like this. He would have to be re-cast.

MR. MITCHIELL: He might come out
wvorse.

Ma. GEORGE: Possibly so, but it is
hardly probiable. He speaks about the
member for East Perth, and it is most
amusing. I cannot understand it, and it

Women's Suffrage: [12 JULY, 1899.]
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shows mne that politics are becoming a
harder nut to crack each session. Last
evening the Premier and the member for
East Perth were engaged in those little
playful arguments which enlighten the
House, aind the hon. ]nember for East
Perth said he had made the Premier
squirn, aind would do so again. I do not
know whether this is an opportunity of
making him squirm, but at any rate it is
a most peculiar state of affairs, and I fail
to understand how, within ain interval of
twenty-four hours, they so remarkably'
agree upon a subject of this sort. They
must be remarkably agreed -when they
can " Squirm " at one another on~e evening
and the next lie down like the wolf and
the lamub. I have quoted from a Speech
delivered in December, 189?, and reported
at page 762 of Hai,sard. I ami obliged to
refer to these things, because the Pretuier's
eloquence has such a charmn for me, and
I am sure every other gentleman must ex-
perience the saame feeling. He says this:

We mien will have to do the fiting.
I hope I will never live to see the day,
and that ntone of my children or descen-
(liaits will do so, wh~en there will be any
(question of " having " to do the fighting,
for I reckon it is part of a muan's duty,
without any " having to do it," and when
the time comes for expecting the women
to do the fighting, it will be a very sorry
time for the young nation which f believe
is growing up in Western Australia.

THE PREMIE: DO not Split strws.
Mn. GEORGE : Split Straws!1 The

right lion. gentlenman is a very substantial
"Straw " to split. This is the position:

give the ladies at vote, sand then we should
get them into this Chamber. They would
have to form a Ministri- aiid govern uts,
and we would then he tinder petticoat
government. I am not going to use the
argument as to the disability of women
in regard to that. There has not been
anything like a united cry from the
wonien of this country for womanhood
suffrage. We know there have been cer-
tain meetings held by' ladies, whom I
have no doubt are r'espectable, and are to
be respected ats an *y ladies in the land.
At the same time, if women enter the
political area, they' lay themselves open
to the same charges as men do. The
Premier has referred to men wvho go
about the country Speaking, as agitators;
he calls them agitators when lie does not

icall them croakers. He would call them
croakers now, only the other evening
at Fremantle he said that the croakers
had ceased to croak. If the term
of "croaker" can be applied to men
and if the term of " agitator" can also

-be applied to them, these terms can
be applied to women. As far asthe term
" agitator" is concerned, the women who
have taken part in the meetings which
have been held are deserving of the termn
of "1agitator" in the same way as men,
who have endeavoured to enlighten the
electors of this country on different ques-
tions, are called --agitators." I thin],
we may all turn back to our personal ex-
perience, and I do not find any burning
question as to womien's suffrage; but we

Ifind there are a number of burning ques-
tions upon which women feel just as

*strongly as men, and these questions are
Ipersistently barked by the lion. gentleman
who is serenely gazing on me now. Let
me ask the Premier of the country what
more burning question can there be to at
mother than to see her children growing
up without education. During the last

Itwelve months numbers of schools have
been closed throughout this country
throuigh the want of money; climbers
of schools have been closed, and teachers
thrown out of employment, because the
Government have not the money with
which to pay the teachers. The question
of education is a far more important and
burning one than that of giving women
votes. The retort wil naturally come
that, if women hatve votes, they will vote
for the men who will force these questions
on1.

THE PREMIER: Hear, hear.
MR. GEORGE: The right hon. gentle-

man, with his great personality, can no
doubt go down and swamp a great many
education votes; but instead of pander-
ing--I cannot call it anything else-to

i the question which has been raised by
the inunmber of East Perth in the
exuberance of his youth, why does not
the right hon. gentleman bring forwardl
some Social legislation which is wanted.
Ron. memb~ers know that the Premier
dloes not represent the people, or lie
would not bring in a Redistribution of
Seats Bill. We have been referred to
South Australia, but there may be a
great many things which suit South
Australia that will not suit Western



Wonledi'8 Stqbaye: [12 JULY, 1899.] M11otion to AJflh'm. 309

Australia. It. does not follow that
because one country c-anli e helped
forward with all linds of artificial
manures, instead of allowving it to go
through its proper and natural course,
that another country should be fed in
the same war. If the memiber for East
Perth was a fanner he would have
saturated the place with superphiosphates
and all other kinds of artificial manures,
instead of allowving the soil to have
its natural growth. if the hon. member
had to deal with the bringing "p of
children, no doubt he would give them
artificial food instead of Melin's or
some other natural food. When the
lion, member brings forward a fool-hardy
motion such as this, the Premier, instead
of supportmng him, should put down
his foot, or both his feet, hard. The
Attorney Genera], I Understand, is
another gentleman who has not spoken,
hut who is going to vote for women's
suffrage.

MR. ILLIYGWORTE{: How do you know
that ?

MR. GEORGE: If the bon. gentle-
juan will guarantee that I shall have an
opportuity of speaking after the Pit-
uiier and Attorney General have spoken,
I will wait till then; but I know by the
rules of the House that I shall not have
that opportunity, therefore I must use
my own judgment.

THE PREMIER: Why not criticise the
member for East Perth ?

MR. GEORGE: Oh, he is dead! I
am only bringing these matters bef ore the
notice of hon. members because, if they
have made tip their minds on the wrong
side, we should help them before it is too
late; that is exactly why I want to bring
arguments before them. On the 17th
August, 1898, the Attorney General
started off in this way:-

Men start oft with the proposition, "'Why
deny to woman the right of votingf" Deny
the right F Let us analyse those words.
Denial indiciates opposition to a claim. Where
is the evidence to satisfy us that the bulk of
the womsen demiand the franchiseP

When the hon. gentleman speaks, per-
haps he will inform us wvhere is the
evidence that women demand the fran-
c-hise. I ask the Premier and the
Attorney General to answer that, or to
vote with me. Is it the result of the
inquisitorial search that is now being

mrade throughout the volony by the
myrnmidons of the lawl

THE PREMIER: What have they been,
doing ?

MR. GEORGE: The right lion. gentle-
muau asks mec what have they been doing.
I will tell him, sand I ani going to watch
the Estimates to see the amon t of staI-
tioner-y that has been used for this pu-
pose. There conies a rap at the door--
at any rate there came a rap at my door
the other day-and there was a police-
man, a sergeant I think, quite a, respect-
able, decent kind of man lie was too, who
wanted to see the mistress of the house.
My wife came to me and said "Will,
there is a policennan at the door," and I
replied, "Well, what is the matter ?"
She said, " I don't know, but he is there,"
and I said, " Then I will sec." I went
to the door to see. I saw and I knew him
very well-I know most policemien and
they know me. I said to him, " What are
you up to now?9" and he replied, "I can-
not tel you exactly, but I want to know
how many women there are in this
house?"' I looked at him, I could not
understand him at first, and I repeated,
" How many women are there in this
house ?" and then I said, "The proper
number, of course."

MR. MITCHELL: flow muany is that?
MR. GEORGE: I said to time ser-

geant, "Well, I am bothered if I can
tell you, but I will fetch my wife."
I went inside and said, "Minnie, the
policeman wants to know how many
women there ai-e in this house, and he
wants to know all about them. You
had better go and tell him." She
had to go and reel off all about granny,
and my wife, and her sister, and the
servant; and then she started to tell him
about my little. girl, seven years old. He
said he did not want my little girl; and
my wife replied that he would not get
her if he did-at any rate, without a row.
I want to know why the policeman came
to my house. He did not want to know
how many men there were. I suppose hie
thought there was only room enough for
one, that was me; but the idea of coming
to anly respectable place and asking
questions like that!1 On my way to town,
first I met one lady of my acquaintance
and then another, and they asked me
why the policeman had been coming
round and whether there was anything
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lost, and I said, "No, but I aim af raid
the Premier thinks hie is going to lose
somnething, and that hie is trying to get
the balance of power in this way."

THiE Pxsax LE: We want to know bow
many women there are. How are we to
redistribute the seats if we do not know
how many voters there are:

MEL. GEORGE: That is just like the
Premier! When oute is getting~ -home" at
him he wants to go off the track. T sup-
pose that is what the member for East
Perth calls" squirinng." The right lion.
gentleinan has a great, preference for
figures, and prohaiy he wanted to ascer-
tain how many single women there are
down here, so that hie could tell the
bachelors on the gokields, and they
could came down for them., The Attonxtev
General gave us another little speech.
He said:-.

I have heard no reatsons to satisfy mne that
it is for the benefit, not only of the womten,
but the true test is whether it is for the bene-
fit of the whole country that wonten should
have a vote. The iight to exercise the fran-
chise may bring with it not only correspond-
ing duties, but .oorrespanding degradlations nf
those noble qualitie-9 we admire in woman
That is the kind of opinion a. trained
lawyer has given iis. It is not the opinion
of a mnai like mvself, who sometimes
speaks at random, but it it; the opinion
of one whose mnind has been trained in
logic at a university' .

Ma. A. FORuvREST e does not know
any more tban we do on this subject.

MRt. GEORGE: That is where the
lion. iiiemher does not iunderstand. A
lawyer when Speakiiig should give exact
reasons.

Ma. A. FORREKST:' We do riot, get theni,
though.

MR. GEORGE: The lion. member
should not dabble iii things when lie
does not Auderstantd them.

MR. A. FORREST: I undiferstand as
inuch as you da about this.

Me.. GEORGE: Quite so. Here is
aniother speech by the Attorney General:

When you go ionie after the day's work
and have to sit by the fireside and listen to a
political disciussion. and hear opinlions that
are, perhaps, opposite to what you hold, you
may not be in th' Imiiiotir to listen to such
opinions.
There is a nice little prospect: debating
matters in this House, with our bits
of sparring andti quirming anad so for-th,

Mi1( hell going homle to listen to ti'e
satile old dreary matters broughit up
again by the wiftt of one's bosom!

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: That is
your own.

Mu. GEORGE: I believe thiat the
greatest cause. of a numnber of homes not
heing happy is because there is too m1ucb
nagging when a mnan gets home after a
hard day's work: that is what fills our
public-houses, our hotels, and our clubs,
and the womien have to bear the tburden
wheu the husband goes boiie in ii, cab if
his legs will not carry him.

Ru. MITOR1ELL: There inust be two tA)
410 the nagging.

MR. GEORGE: The liou. mnember is
a mnan of experieiiue, and knows bette-r
thtan I do. The lion. mnember blushes-
he ought to blush; and I amn glad to see
by ]iis blushes that he has that amtount.
of self-respect left. The. Attorney Genmeral
further oil said:

And if the battle over questions 3'Qu have to
face outside the homne is to he renewed at the
fireside by &. talking womuan, who maty talk
you out of the house, there will probably liQ
atmple mnaterial, in suich a state of things, to
keep the courts employed.
And wherever was there a woman who
could not talk? Tha~t is hardly what T
should have expected toi hear the Attorney
General say, because it does not help the
profession to which lie belongs and which
he adorns.

MR. LLIsawowRnF: The Attornev
General wants Air. Ewing's Divorce Bill.

MR. GEORGE: ] know nothing about
divorce, and probably never will. I
think I have uow said sufficient to show
the House that when a challeuge is
thrown down, as it has been by one or

1two members, as to people having, turned
their coats, I neither turn my coat nor LU~v
petticoat. I have held this opinion in
regard to womenl's franchise for niany
years and although I an neither a solid
old Tory nor.a fossilised old Conservative,
there are soine things which I would be

Isorry indeed to see radically changed. I
respect women too mnuch to place them,
as thismnotion would, on a level with mnen.
This motion dtoes not elevate women, but.
drags them down; and, so far as I am
concerned, I will take care that women

Iremain on the highest possible pedestal,
from which thev can radiate a uiiiiversal
charity and gooriness to helparid cer the
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heart of man in the slough of despondency,
and may be despair, into which hie at
times falls.

Tue PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): The nember for the Murray
(Mr. George) has quoted fromn 9 speech
I made last year on the very imnportant
question of femnale franchise, and there is
lio doubt that for several years I have
been opposed to any legislation which
would give votes to womien. The reasons
I gave last year for the position I then
assumied were the delib erate ideas I hold
at the time; but I cannot stiut my eyes to
the fact that, on this great social question
-because it is a great social question-
the House has been equally divided durinig
the last four years. The very first time
the question was debated, about four
years ago, there was only a. majority of
one against the preposed change; and I
cannot but know that there is a great
feeling throughout the colony in the
mids of those who take a most active
part in political life, that adult suffrage
should be the rule. This question hias
been made part of the political platform
of what may be called the Liberal party' ,
the Radical party, or time working-mnen.
party, or whatever tenin lion, members
care to apply to that section of the
commnmity. Amongst those who are
most advanced in their ideas on social
legislation, this question of adult suffrage
is given a prominent place. On the
goldfields of the colony, whenever there
are discussions oif a political or a seun-
political character, women suffrage has
been made a part of the platformc which
it is desired should be carried out.
Wherever meetings have taken place i
the colony to consider this niatter, there
have invariably -I have heard no instance
to the contrary-been passed resolutions
affirming the desirability of giving women
the franchise. Even in places where one
would least expect it, resolutions, are
carried recommending this change, and,
in fact, I do not know that anyv member
is able to get up in his place to-night
and say he knows of any one instance
of a political meeting or a meeting
of a, political association on this
question, where the rote has not, been in
favour of extending the franchise to
women- Last year I pointed out very
clearly, as I think the membher for the
Murray (Mr. George) has quoted, tha~t

the adoption of women's franchise would
increase the political power of the older
parts of the colony, and that 1 thought
was not a reason why the change should
be adopted; at any rate, it was not a
sufficient reason, because it was only' a
passing phase that in a few years would
change. But what do we findP We find
that those persons who think or sunnise-
because, after all, it is only a surmuise -
that by this change injury would be done
to the population of mien on the goldfields,
are almost unanimous in favo-ur of adult
suffrage. What is the use of anyone saying
this is a political trick or a political dodge
on the part of myself and those who are in
favour of the motion ? What is the use
of saying that we are trying to direct a
blow at the goldfields population. when
the masses, of the people there, by reso-
lutions at political meetings and meetings
of their institutions, have expressed them-
selves as desirous of this extension of the
franchise? There is not a newspaper on the
goldfields which is not in favour of womnen
being given a vote; at any rate, I have not
come across any organ of public opinion
which is unfavourable to the measure. In
a great social question of this sort, we are
not called upon to act obstinately or to
stick to opinions we have hitherto held.
If it be found that the great Ilius of
our fellow colonists are desirous of the
change, then it behoves any one who has
pretension to be a, pulblic man, to care-
fully consider the question. I have used
the argumient many times that the women
do not want the vote, and I am not so
very sure, and in fact I do not think that
the women, as a body, in the colony have
ever expressed themselves very definitely
on the point; but I mun certain that if a
poll were taken of the electors of Western
Australia to-muon-ow, a majority would
be found in favour of thq, extension of
the franchise. When I am convinced of
that, I do not put forward my own
opinion, like the member for the Murray,
and say, 11I do not care what my fellow
colonists think or what the electors think
on this great social question: I have an
opi nion of my own, and will not budge an
inch." The proper view on a social
question like this, aind there are lots of
such questions, is to find out as nearly as
possible what are the views of the com-
munnity, and then, if it he shown that
the electors of the colony, or the large
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majority of them, want to give this con-
cession to women, there is not anything
unreasonable in the Government inclining
to think with the majority.

MR. VosPR-n: In other words, you
declare your principles, and say that if
they do not suit they, can be altered.

THE PREMIER:7 I do not think that
in a question of this sort there is so much
principle as the lion. member seems to
think.

MR. GEORGE: You kept the country
waiting for three or four years for free
education, but keep it wvaiting oniy four
minutes for female franchise. Do you
call that political consistencyF

THE PREMIER: If the lion, member
had been as consistent as I have been in
regard to free education, that would have
been accomplished last year, when I
believe he, out of pique, voted against the
free Education Bill, thereby losing free
education and gaining nothing. This
session he will be asked to vote again for
free education, and the clause on which
he fought so hard will remain on the
statute boo0k all thle same. That will
show how unwise the hion. member is in
what he calls his consistency.

MR. GEORGE: I like my plate clean.
THE PREMIER: The hion. member,

who will see a little wisdom is necessary
in politics as in everything else. Used the
argument that the question of the educa-
tion of the children was more important
than that of ginig the franchise to
women. All that I can say in reply is
thatthiegranting of tliefranehise to women
will not, at any rate, retard the progress
of education in this country, if wve may
assume that women are in favour of
educational progress ; and. (depend upon
it, we will have to he as careful of the
votes of thle women of the future as we
are at present of the votes of the men. I
cannot sayv eniphaticallyv that the change.
in my views since I spoke. ou this ques-
tion last year has been very rpd
because I h~ave thought over the matter
vei-y carefully. I have v-iewed the pr1o-
posal as it affec-ts the whole people of
the colony, anid I find there is a great
miajority in favour of the change. There
are many questions On1 Which public Men
in all paxts of the %vorld, or at any' rate
in Aust-alia, are willing to defer their
own Opinions t' (ihe opinions of the
mnajor-ity. 'Iie refereiwl urn has been

*used in other places for ascertaining the
voice of the ma~jority of tine people on a
given question, and pnbhic men have been
wvilling to defer their own opinions to the
opinions of the majority, where the latter
have been definitely expressed. That is
only what we have to do every day of our
lives. We fight a battle so long as there
is a chance of victory, and wthen we are
unable to conquer we have to make the
best of it.

ME. GEORGE: YOU have to lie down.
* TuE PREMIER: That is done every

*day. It was done by one imember if
the Opposition (Mr. Illingworth), who
fought the Government on a certain
question, and, on defeat, has always said
that, as his views had not found support,
there would be no miore opposition from
him ;and that is the proper position to
take up. I do not think in this battle
over women's franchise, thaot actual
victory has arr-ived at present. If we
now opposed it as wve dlid last year, and
were determined to still vote against it,
it is possible, even probable, that the
matter could be deferred for a time. I
am firmly convinced, however, that it is not
possible to deter the question very long,
and that shortly there will hie women's
franchise throughout Australia, and
probably in the mother country. I would
have preferred to wait until the mother
country had decided this question, rather

Ithahi that we should rush in and take up
the nmatter ;still, as T am convinced that in
a very short time the elector-s will declare
in favour of women having the franchise.
it seems to me that I would lie doing
wrong in throwing any' weight I may
possess into the scale against this
extension of the franichise. a little sooner
than I feel it muist be' obtained, even if I
were to oppose it.

MR. GEORGE : It is not a pai-hv qunes-
tion.

Tnn PREMIER: It is not a Tparty
quiestion, as fai- as I inn concerned. I
believe my colleagues will vote wiith me
oil this point, not owing to any p~ressu~re
from me, lbit be.cause they feel as I do in
regard to this matter, kn'owing it to be a
question that is growing, and that the
experience that has been gained, both in
New Zealand and in South AUstralia.
leaves no cause for- regret. I have had con-
versations with pmublic men front each of
those colonies IncHR Oft both sides of
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polities, those who are Radial and those
who aire Conservative; and 1 have not
met one who has any fault to find, so far.
with the result of the experimlent. That
beingr so. and knowing as we do that this
is to be miade a Government question in
Vrictoria almoust imnediately, and flu
doublt New South WleOs Will follow sulit;
seeing -and this has had a great in-
filuence uponI mle -that aill those Who are
termned the workers, the Democrats or
Radicals, or whatever yout like to call them,
have declared inl favour of it, have niade
it a part of their platform ; when I see
the Conservatives, too,' throughout the
colony pissiug resolutions in favour of it
wherever the question is brought uip-

Alp. GEOR.GE : Perhaps it is their only
hope.

Tui , PREMIE R: I th ink the time has
arrived when the opposition I have shown
to the movement should cease, unless I
am prepared to fight it out to the very
hitter end, and with the certain result,
too, of defeat.

Mnz. GEoRGEF:: You will not fight unlless
vou canl winl.

TUE PREMLIER: Well, I1 think it is a
very bad pla n to ffight nunti I you are dlead.
It is said:

lie who fightsan CrLUe a.waLy
Lives to fig-ht another day.

However, I have made tip ml 'y iind that
I cannot longer consistently oppose the
granting of the franchise to women; and
any' idea that I ant suipposed to be hopinig.
im view of this redistrilbution of seats
which is about to take place, to lessen, by
the feiale fra&nchise, the political power
of the goldfields electors, is altogether
fallacious. Such an idea would be wholly
dispelled from my mind by the knowledge
that the whole of the goldfields Press
and the goldfields voters, as far as I have
been able to ascertain, are in favour of
the measure; therefore no one can say
that we are doing aniything in regard to
this matter which does not meet with the
full approval of those toilers and workers
and other residents onl the goldfields.

MR. Vosesa: As long as you lead the
teaw, you do not care who drives it.

THP PREMIER: I think the lion.
nieniner, seeing that he has always been
a supporter of this ]ioveme C. should cer-
tainlv have no objection to those -even
if he considers them inconsistent-- who
t'oIIW into its ranks to help hin.

MRa. Vos8P FM .1 1 am suspicious Of SUd-
den conversions.

Twa PREMIER: Support from any
source shouild not lbe despised.

Ma. GOnoa: Oh!
Tat, PREMIER: And it seemts to nie

that any Support I Canl give to this move-
nient should lie gratefiflly received by

Ithose who are lea-ding it, who are in
favouir of it, and are loyval, really loyal,
to the cause. It seems to me that there

Iis a suit of feeling in somne people's mninds
i -- ajd we do not find it absent in the

mninds of lion. iuenibers in this House-
Ithat they do not Want to Win the caulses
they advocate.,

Mn. Gzoutou: Oih. don't they ?
T1HE PREMIER: Very- often theyv do

*not want to win:- they wvould rather have
the grievance thanl the victory. They
p1refer to advocate aL cause that has no0

Ichance of success, and when they see
victory att hland they 1do not rejoice. Thiey

*are like Othello whent his occupation had
gone.

M i : G F EE Stick to the old Book:
it is Ibetter. thanl Slhakespeare'.

T" r PREMIER: At all events, that
dloes not scein to ine to be the course for
anyone to take -who is really anxious and
zealous in a cause. To aft ribute inter-

e-ted motives to, (or to sneer att, those who

should not lie in the mniotlis of those who
advocate it ; and therefor-e, any opposition.

ithat there may be to the course I amt
taking should certainly come from those
who are Opposed to women havingo votes,
and nt front those who atre in favour of
the reform.

MR. VOSPER: We% all fear the gifts of
the Greeks.

THE PREMIER: I know the hon.
inember is oil; of those who does not
want to win: lie would rather have the
grievance than the vic-tory.

Ma. VosPER: Victories canl he too
dearly* purchased. vont know.

Tiia PREMIEIR: But the honl. MITI-
her would WRaThm have' the grievance than
the victory and lie, would very not~ch

Irather see' me gro on and on, opposing
womien's suffrage until I was defeated,
mind perhaps hurleitd frounn office through
it. than' th-1Ai.b 'zerlcisling a little
wisdorn, I shoulld assist in gaiuing aL
victory' which even lie is stri~ng
for.-
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Mu. VosPn: - Then you are deter-
mined to keep office at an y price ?

Tan PREMIER: Office at any price!
Well, if the women vote for me, wilfl they
not vote for the hon. member as
well?

Miz. VosERa: It is not 11k-elv.
THE PREMIER: No; I do not he-

hiove they will, either. If the hon. mem-
ber is in favour of women's suffrage, bie
should 'certainly welcome the dlay when
they are entrusted with the right to vote.
if, however, lie only wishes to pose as an
advocate of this reform so long ats there
is no chance of carrying it, then I have
no doubt that, when it is carried, women
will remember their real friends, and will
prefer those who at first honestly opposed
them and afterwards assisted them, to
those who assisted them so long as
there was no chance of winning, and who,
as soon as there was a chance of winning,
regretted that victory was in sighit.

MR. VOSvsn: Are you electioneering
already ?

Tan PREMIER: Oh, no. I will do
miy electioneering when the time comes;
that is, if I am well enough. IArn only
say, in conclusion, that I am not one of
those who are afraid of being charged
with inconsistency: I am not afraid of
changing my opinions, and of boldly say-
ing that I have done so. The man who
sticks to his opinion and will not change
it- well, I do not think that lie is
any better for it. I think it is very
.much better, if you have changed your
opinioni, to say so boldly and hion-
estly -- [MR. GEORGE : Hfear, hear]-
and not, for the sake of what we call
"conisistency," adhere to an opinion that

von formed perhaps years ago, because
von are afraid of people calling you a

turncoat," as the hon. member (Mr.
George) politel -Y said I was going to be.
At ally rate, if this matter goes to a
division, I will donas I promised the mem-
her for East Perth (Mr. .lames) : I will
give him my support.

A. LEAKE (Albany) : I intend to
Support this motion, folowing, in so
doing, my practice for the last two years;
and if there is one thing more than an-
other that has emphasised my opinion
Upon this question, it has been the opposi-
tion given to the subject by the member
for the Murra Y.

2%1. Gsuuop;: Heal-, liedr.

MR. LEAKE: I must say it was in-
teresting to hear that hon. member, a few
evenings ago, give this House a little lec-
tire on decorum, on politeness, on good
taste, and so forth, when he accused the
unfortunate member for Albany of being

itricky," and of not doing his duty to
the House when in the House, et cefero.
Well, I ami going to do my dutty this
evening by supporting this mo~tion.' FMu.
KENNY: Hear, hear. I I was mitci im-
presse'd with that expression of very re-
fined feeling which the lion. mfelfller
Uttered in the course of his observations,
when he Said that he liked to eat his food
off a clean plate- an excellent idea; and
I dare sa *y, if hie had thought of it at the
moment, lie would have added that he
liked to h ave a Speech from a Clean palate;
buit unifortunately, he seems to have
thought it his dutY. -after the lecture onl
clecornni hie delivered the other night. to
favour us with a, speech which Seemed to
me to have been conceived in irritability,
delivered in b-ad taste, and punctuatedwith
vulgarity.

Mn. O-nonas: I am (getting it now!
MRt. LEAKE: I think we might dis-

CUSS a, subject of this kind without
introducing those unnecessary elements
which were brought in by the honi. mein-
ber. It is unnecessary, now that we
know fairly well the feeling both of the
public and of members of Parlient on
this subj ect. to advance the old threadbare
arguments. Suffice it to Say that I think
the Premier himself has shown, by the
attitude he has adopted this evening, how
public olinion has turned round in favour
of this very important movement. It is
not often that I am in a position to con-
gratulate the right hon. gentleman on
any thing be does in this Hiouse but this
evening I may do so, and may say that I
think- he has exhibited to-night one of
the finest qualities of a politican, namely,
that of supreme opportunism. I con-
gratulate imn heartily; and when I realise
the fact that this inioveinent has been
urg-ed Upon himi from this side of the
House with continued persistecy, it is
interesting to see that at last our shots
have told, and that we have once mnore
converted the right hon. gentleman to
our views. I do not thiiik it. -necessary to
debate the question at. great length. I
congratulate the country, nLot onlyV On the
pOASihle me~iult Of thisi mo1tiun, buIt Uipon

I
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the immediate effect its adoption will
produce; for we are led to understand
that, in the consideration of the forth-
coming Electoral Bill. this new depar-
tire on the franchise question will receive
a prominent place. It is ais Well that
we should know, before we get to the
consideration of the details of that Bill,
hlow hon. members intend to vote: we
shall thus be able to devote more atten-
tion in Committee to the details of the
measure, than we should if this important
innovation were to be introduced when
the Bill was before the House. I also
congratulate the ladies of the community
uplon the success of their efforts4--efforts
which have been persistent, (dignified, and
successfuri. I dare sav it will not concern
them to consider how the reform has
been brought about linut that the re-
formation is an accomplished fact wvill, I
an' sore. le hailed bV themlf With atecla-
'nation. I coininjd the laotion to the
House, and I trust that, in the interests
of ll] parties concernted, and in full realis-
atiojn of the enormous nmajorityv) $i wich
it mrust pass. We ]tay avoid at division.

MR. MONGER (York): Having had
the pleasure Or' giving' fou' siblnt Votes
oil this qud-stion, it might seen. question-
able, front wore points than one, if I
were now to give a silent vote in favour
oif the extension of the franchise to
Women. Hitherto T. have had the inis-
t'ortune- -at least I inust term it so to-
night -- to give at silent vote against this
extension; but unow I amt mote than
pleased to say, I amit aile to vote in favour
of it. I hope the result will be that.
instead of Western Australia being ruled
by a majority of people on the goldfields,
we will be able, wvith the support of the
ladies to whom we give votes, to have at
aill events anl ecqual representation.

MR. Vosern: That is the whole Flag,
of tricks.

MR. ILLINwowrT: The cat is out of
the bag now.

MR. MONGER: it is just as well to
give my honest opinion. I am pleased
that at last I am able to favour the views
which my friend, the member for East
Perth has so persistently brought forward
during the last thre Years; and though
tendering what may perhaps be considered
an excuse on my p~art, looking at it cold-
bloodedly I see no reason why soine of
the ladies present -if I. only had tle

pleasure of looking around and gazing
upon them--are not quite ats qualified to
take positions in mny portions of oalr
businesses, and even, in fact, engage in
the debates in this Assembly, as some of
u~s who are sitting here to-naight. It is not
my intention to say very much, but I was
struck the other day with a few lines that
catte under my notice, and I thought
that, if it happened to be my pleasure to
speak upon the question, I courld not draw
ium remarks to ai close in more fitting
ternms thlan those of England's greatest
poet, by saying-

Womian's ause is titan'S:
They rise or sink together.

A. KINGSIILL: Well done!
Ma. MITCHELL (Mutrchison) : Jus5t

to be out of the fashion. I had ino
intention of speaking on this matter; but
as manyl on1 this (flt.' Government) side
of the Hotise have been accused of chang-
ing their mninds, I think I have a right to
say soinIething. ProF mi dv those wholhave
not changed thir imlns have not one to
change, It. will be remnenihered that last
year I spoke and Votedl against this pro-

*posal]. b ut I claim to have at mind, and it.
right to change it.

MR. GEoROr : liatve vuttia better one r
Ma. MI[TCHELLI: Yes. As to ainy

ideat of the votes by -v otnn counteracting
tme v-otes of the golcIfields, I do nlot think

*that hias beein Iltin( 11inds1 Of Members,
as5 a rule. I hmave ao wisih to record Lt
silent vote, and I tell the House that I

*intend to support women's suffrage,
hoping anti believing that women will
exercise the right with intelligence, and
perllaps more sit than litany of those who
110W have the privilege of voting, or have

Ihadl it at an v other time.
Miti. WALTER JANIES (in reply):

I desire to express thanks to those
members who onl the present and onl
previous occasions have supported the

*motion, and I also wvish to express myi
admiration for the position takenm up by'
memibers who in thme past felt themselves
bound to oppose it, but who now come

*forward and say they were Mistaken, and
are prepared to supp'ort it. That man is
a coward who, having changed his
opinion. always wants to trim, and is
,ashamed apparently Ic v adait. he is human,
and (list views alter. I believe it to be
the proper object of a. statesman, when
lhe finlds pubI lie opin ion has expressed
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itself, to accede to the demands of the
people -,for it is never the dutty of a, man
or a Parliament to wait until the country
is so roused as to be knocking at the doors
in order to obtain that to which it has a
right. In other words, public men and
Parliament ought to gracefully concede
that which is properly demanded; and
tint, I think, is the position taken up by
those members who have supported the
mnotion this evening for the first time.
It is the position taken up by the Premier;
and because of his conspicuous posi~on
in the colony, and his prominent attitude
in the past in opposing this motion, I say
greater thanks and greater credit are due
to him, not only from the women of the
colony, because they' have these rights
vonceded to them, but also the men,
because we shall benefit far mare than
the women from the effect that the con-
ferring of this right will have on the
public life of the colony, 'When a mnan
realises that the public have made uip
their ind i favour of a. certain reform,
his duty is not to place his individual
viewi in opposition to public opinion, but
to realise that the demand should be
acceded to, and that we are sent here to
give expression to the mature wishes of
those who elected us. I repeat that I
desire to express my gratitude to the
Premier for the mainner in which lie has
dealt with this question.

TaE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pen nefather): As a very penitent
and hiumble follower, I must onl this occa-
sion say a, few words. The menmher for
the Murray states that whveni a member
who deliberately expressed views twelve
muonths ago is p~repared to modif~y, if not
to entirely change, those views, it is not
calculatedl to inspire confidence in the
coutntr. The member for Central Mur-
chison has at miost phlilosophic mind, any
olbserv'ation he makes Ibeing the result of
mnature deliberation; and in regard to the
question we aire discusising this even-
mng, I have not the slightest doubt his
mnind is nmoulded pretty much in the samie
way as the minds of those who lived
some thive or four hiudred years ago,
who in order to be consistent and never
to wa~ver in their determination were
p~repared, for the love of God, to sacri-
live thle lives of their fellow alien. Not
for one moment do I insinuate that the
taicathr tor Centrnil Manchisoli would

have the slightest thought of carrying
his views to such an extreme in these
days, but with the modifications of time
and space, it is the same mind lin a modi-
fied form. If the hon. member otters
a proposition or supports a principle. he
does not do it- -I will give. him that cre-
dit-without the greatest consideration:
but so great is his estimate of being right,
that once he expresses his opinion, it
would he the greatest self -degradation lie
possibly could suffer to afterwards at-
knowledge himself wrong.

MR. GEORGE: Not a hit of it.
Tan ATTORNEY GENERAL:- I am

not asserting that the hon. member lacks
the quality of honesty.

THuE PizmREMIE Hear, hear.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am

exceedingly astonished to find a member
who himself poses as an honourable mani,
trvin'' to throw out an insinuation which
was niever deserved. The bon. iti-ber
moves ini his own little grroove, which
would be covered by a thi nble, and any-
thing, he says that is worth listen ing to
invariably comnes from him not when lie
is standing on his legs, but, strange to
say, when he is seated. I hope the hon.
miember will just now maintain a little
silence, because when he addresses the
House I never interject oi- interrupt hint
and it always indicates a wonderful
weakness in the mnind of a tuan, or shows
that lie is getting the worst of an argu-
inent, n-hen lie cannot listent to an oppo-
nent.

Mit. GnoaoE: We are listening to you.
THLE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I de-

sire to express miy thanks to the memaber
for East Perth for somne of the ideas
which have actuated mte in changing niy
mind. He ur-ged views onl thle subject
ii at quiet, persuasive, and eloquent
mnanner, and I have thought them out.
I have also had the benefit of somie
observations made while travellinig on the
goldfiueds, a~nd I mutst say that what I
there learned has in a verv great mneasure.

Ihelp~ed to change may opinions. Onl the
goldfields particularly, where the ladies
are unfortunately not numerically strong,
we find thene are more indicaions o-f
lawlessness than in the settled p-arts of
the country, and that is owing wo the
al ielice of the restrain ing ha ind of wo man.
1 take. it that when the time comnes, ats ii
sboitn Will, whenl We Shall haUve as larm-"e
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a female population as a male population
on the goldfields, that element will dis-
appear, and we will not suffer sometimes
the painful reflection that without their
genial and quiet influence, you may find
perhaps in such a. community some dema-
gogue who is utterly reck-less of the
safety and welfare of his fellow man in
carrying out some object. The restrain-
ing hand of woman will stop that, for it
has a wonderful effect upon such natures
and temperaments. and I urge that as the
main reason why I withdraw from the
position hitherto taken up. I do so in
the interests of the country at large ; and
though I have changed my views, I am
satisfied in rmy own conscience I have done
so upon proper and legitimate grounds.

HoNs. S. BURT (Ashiburton):- I
fear it would be useless at this time
to mnake any attempt whatever to stem
the current of conversions that we
see going on around us. Therefore, I
think it would be well, before we go to a
division, if I say I have seen no reason
whatever to change the views I have pre-
viously expressed in the House upon this
question. I think the member fur East
Perth is to be congratulated very much
upon the success we now find has attendedl
his efforts to induce this Parliament to)
grant the suffrage to women. It sems to
ine that the success achieved by the
advocacy of the mnember for East Perth,
supported as it always has been by the
liheliber for North-East Coolgardie, has;
disconcerted somie of those in favour of
this proposal. The member for North-
East Coolgaurdie seems considerably dis-
conceerted.

MNi. Vosrsit-: I ani disconcerted, be-
cause I do not think these conversions
are genuine. It is purely a matter of
expediency.

HON. S. BURT: There is somne reason
for the suddlen departure fromn the views
which were expressed some time ago; and,
for mny part. I must believe thatthe chiange
of view i.4 a, genuine change, and that
something has been given in argument
outside perhaps that has contributed
somewhat to this result. There is 110
doubt a great number of very good mien,
and great men indeed, hare held different.
views on this question. The views in
opposition to this motion have been plaved
before the House on more than one occa-
sion by the menh1 er for Cenira ri rch'i-

son (Mr. Illingworth); and I. think the
House bas done well on this occasion in
saving itself the trouble of meeting the
arguments which we have heard before,
because Last year we spent something like
a week or ten days in debating this ques-
tion. I do not want to detain the House
beyond saying that I see no reason to
depart fromi the views I have always held.
It has not been proved to my satisfaction
that we are right in this move; and I
think it would be distinctly wrong, and
nothing more nor less than a fad--I do
not care where it comes from. The
next move wifl be to say that women
are so much superior to me that they
should have two votes. If a mnan were
to reiterate that statement, in time he
would get plenty of support; and I conm-
mend the matter to the Member for East
Perth (Mr. James):. he has got one vote
for the women, let him. try and get thein
two votes. This subject has not been
thought out fully by half a, dozen ineln.
bers of this House. I think the member
for Central Murchison has well thought
out the question; he has given us good
reasons, but we certainly liave heard no
reason to-night for a tremendous change
in our parliamentary system. In nearly-
all the countries that have aopted this
systenu--the States ,of America-I fail to
find that it has been a success, In New
Zealand and inL South Australia, there
miay have been some object behind;
and there nmay be some object behind the
movement here. It was said at first that
the member for East Perth wanted to
make himself notorious, and afterwards it
was said he had done something right. I
think he has done something very wrong,
therefore I intend to vote against the
motion. I have been looking through,
with much pleasure., somne of the argu-
mnents which the mnember for Central
Murchison has given in opposition to this
question about a year ago, amid I should
like to state tay position, if I am allowed
to do so. because I could not use better
language than in the words with which
the member for Oeintral Murchison con-
cluded his remarks last rear. He made
use of these words, wh~ichi T desire to
adopt -as showing exactly what I feel
onl this questiou. The lion. member
said:- -

I do distinctly wish to be understood that it
is not 1 'ecaute I conmsidcr womenu as less capable
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or less intelligent than men that I take up
my stand as an opponent of this motion. If
intelligence only was required, if h simple

eanst vote was required, that would not be
the stand on which I should approach this
question. My opposition to-day is wbolly on
behalf of women themselves; and I say that to
bring themn into the arena of legislation is a
step in the degradation of the best half of the
race that has been going on silently, and that,
in the name of raising women, women have
been and are being degraded.
These are sentiments I entirely adopt, and
I do not wish to repeat any argument,
but simply to say that this mnove is a
wrongV one, in my% opinion, and I think
thiose countries that are adopting it will
live to find it ouit. I may be wrong, of
course. I believe a great man, the late
Mr. Gladstone, was opposed to this ques-
tion. He satid it was imipossible to place
women onl an eqnality with Juan; man
was made to protect womian, and take
the bixien of her responsibility and
maintenance. This is about the first
move to show that we are about to cast
her off, and to mnake her shift for herself.
I ani against the proposition.

MR. WILSON (Canning):- I have
not, up to the present, expressed my
opinion in the House with regard to
womien's franchise, and I 'fay day at once
that I quite agree with the remarks
which have fallen £ ri tire memaber who
has just sat down. I shall be sorry to see
the day when the mothers and daughters
of this land are dragged into the arena
of politics. So far as I amt concerned, I
think tire result of the women's franchise
movement in New Zealand and South
Australia has been anyvthing- but satisfac-
tory. Great things were anticipated
fromi the changes there; it was said that
numbers of members who sat in the
different Houses of Parliament of those
count ries wouILd never sit there again; but
we find to-day that the samte inen are
sitting there, having been returned by the
women's vote, showing conclusively to
myv mind that giving women the franchise,
tl;e bulk of women, the married womien,
means that the man at the head of the
household will have a dual vote. I main-
tain, if a man has his wife and daughters
living in harmony in the home, in nine
cases out of ten the women will vote in
accordance with the man's desires; and if
it be the other way, that the manl votes as
the woman would wisqh him to vote, then
the womien liave the vote to-day, and 1

believe, of course, they have a great deal
of influence in that way. I do not object
so much to the women voting, but I cer-
tainly would wait until we have a&decided
expression of opinion from the women of
the country, and not only from the single
women, or the property-owning women,
but until we have a decided expression of
opinion from the wives and daughters of
the land. If I felt sure it was the decided
wish of a, majority of the women of
Western Australia that they should have
the franchise, I confess at once that I
would perhaps be inclined to give way
onl this point. I do not think we
have had that expression up to the
present. We may be acting hastily,
and may regret our action if we pss
this mtotion on the opinions expressed up
to the present by a very slight minority.
I was struck by the way in which the
menibers, following, the lead of the Pre-
mirer, got up and said that they had
altered their ininds on this question: I
could riot help wondering what hiad taken
place to make themn come round. so
suddenly. The member for Murchison
(Mr. Miitohefl) said he had a mind, he
had discovered it to-night. I congratulate
him onl having discovered a mnind. He
said lie was not afraid to change it.
That is no explanation (if his attitude
of having voted during dhe past years
against this motion, and now stating that
lire intends to vote in favour of it; I
should like to see somne strongf aruments
advanced in favour of this question, anld
until I ami convinced of the advisab~ility
of granting the franchise to women, at
the same time I want it clearly to be
understood that I admit their ability,
their intelligence, and their wholesom~e
inifluence, over the mnen of the colony

Igenerally, but I say if once we bring
womaen into the arena of politics, to the

ipolling booth at Parliamentary elections,
the next step will be, seats in. this House
to take their Places here and legislate. I
think it would h'e a sorry day. indeed.

whn we follow the example of sonme of
theSttes of Amierica and admit women

into the Houses of Parliament. I repeat
again, when it is proved conclusively that
a majority of the women of Western
Austrlia are in favour of having the vote,
then I shall he open to listen and open to
conviction, and probably will change my
ind on this g-reat Matter, but I hope no
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member of this House will emulate the
example of the member for York (Mr.
Monger). and vote on this question with
the sole and simple object of counteract-
jig the influence of the male population
on the goldfields. This is a wrong stand
to take uip, and I am sure his lady friends
ad the women of Western Australia will
not support him in his attitude. If
members cannot find better reasons for
voting on this matter, they had better
refrain from voting altogether.

Question put, and division taken with
the following result: -

Ayes ... ... ... 17
Noes ... ... ... Ii

Majority' for .. . I11
Ars :No..,

Sir job. Forrest Mr. Hurt
Mr. A. Forrest Mr. George
Mr. High..n Mr. Tliingwrlu
Mr. James Mr. Kinnill
Mr. Ken Mr. Wallce.
Mr. Le=k Mr. Wile," (T4r-,r)
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Mouser
Mr. Oidban,
Mr. Peneratber
Mr. Pie
Mr. Base,
Mr. So]...a
Mr. Throsell
Mr. Vesper
Mr. Wood
Mr. QujuEWi (TW01] I

Question thus passed.
On the motion of MR. JAmEs, ordered

that the resolution lhe forwarded to the
Legislative Council for their concurrence.

MOTION ON PETLTION-LtfGRT-OF.WA),
EAST PERTH.

A petition from Messrs. Coombe, Wood
and Company, Limited, timber mer-
chants. East Perth, praying for inquiry
into injury suffered iii consequence of the
closing of a right-of-way on land adjoin-
ing the East Perth railway station, hay-
ing been lpreviousl 'y presented by Mr.
JAMs, the same was now considlered.

Ma. JAMES moved:
That a Select Committee be appointed to

inquire into the mnerits of the prayer of the
petition.
The petition, he said, complained that a
certain street in East Perth, by which
the petitioners had acess to their busi-
ness premises, was closed by order of an
Act of Parliament passed last session.
The Act did not miake an 'y provision for
compensation for loss occasioned by the
closing of the street, hut when Bills of
this description wer-e Ibrought forward.

*members assumed that, if die closure
was likely to cause damage, provision
would be made for compensation on
terms arranged before the introduction
of the Bill. In consequence of this belief,
such Bills were not watched so carefully
and closely as they otherwise would be,
or as they would have to be in the future,
if the House hail to understand that the
Director of Public Works or the Comn-
missioner of Railways undertook not to
do anything to cause damage to the

1 owners of land or- any other persoiis.
He (Mr. James) did 'not speak as an
advocate for the petitioners, but simply
because, in his opinion the petition, on
the face of it, showed the need for sonic
inquiry. If damage had been suffered
b y the petitioners, provision should be
made for repealing or modifying the Act,
in or-der to prevent the continuation of
that damage; and if a repeal or modifi-
cation would intei-fere with the operations
of the Commissioner of Railways, there
ought to be monetary conhliesation.
Other occupiers besides the petitioners
complained of injury suffiered by reason
of the closure of thke street; and the
prayer of the petition was not limited to
an inquiry as to how inuch damage, if ant*',
the petitioners had su~ffered, bitt also asked
that it might be ascertained to what ex-
tent other persons had been dainnified by
the Act complained of. A plan had been
prepared by the Conmmissioner of Rail-
ways and handed to hon. members, and
as the Minister proposed to address the
House, he (Mr. Janies) would leave
him to explain the plan ancd the exact
positioii. All that was desired was that
a select committee should be appointed to
inquire into the damage suffered either-
by the petitioner or other persons; to as-
certain, in short, whether damiage had
been occasioned by the closing of the
street. If damage bad been done, lion.
members would. no doubt, he willing that
some provision for cornpensation should
he made. He was not binding himself to
the statements in the petition to their full
extent, and he did not say that all the
damnage there pointed out had been
suffered; but the allegations of damage
were supported by the petition, and the
petitioners were prepared to produce evi-
deuice if necessary. A prirnnd Jaec case
was made. out for intervention by the
House, in order to make surle that ito un-
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intentional damiage had been done in
passing an Act of Parliament which inter-
fered with proprietary rights of any
landowner.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) said be did
not wish to oppose any inquiry which
the House might consider desirable iii
this matter; but when lion, members
were put in possession of the full par-
ticulars, they would probably not think it
necessary to take the course suggested
by the hion. member for East Perth
(Mr. James). From the plan in the
hands of hon. members, showing the
different closures made in relation to
streets crossed by railway lines in Perth.
it would be seen that Brown street had
been closed, but that provision had been
made for an outlet from that street into
Water street. Opportunity was thus
given to persons in Brown street to tra-
verse the street known as Lime street,
which communicated with Water street.
Thus persons desirous of visiting the
central parts of the city had an opportu-
nity of doing so in almost the samie
manner ats in the past. It was the in-
tention of the Government to erect a
footbridge spanning the railway at this
point, and in that way enable pedestrian
traffic to cross froml Brown street into
Short street or Lord street, so that the
only inconvenience that would be suffered
would be that occasioned by the loss of
the crossing for vehicular traffic at Brown
street. The petitioners, through their
solicitors, claimed damages to the extent
of £2,500 for the loss of their former
route; but those who knew the position
of the petitioners' premises would readily
understand that scarcely so much damage
as that complained of could have been
suffered. This firm had a railway siding
which passed from the Government rail-
ways over Lord street to their land, and
a new macadainised roadway afforded
means of approach to the preises in
Brown street. No doubt the petitioners
might have suffered some inconvenience
in consequence of the closing of Brown
street, but the Government had so far
made that up by, providing other means
of communnication ; and those who knew
the locality and what had been done,
would agree that the pecuniary loss
estimated could not have been experi-
enced.

MR. ILLflOWORTH: Was Lime street
metalled ?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Yes, and connected with Brown
street; and instructions had been given
to comnience the construction of the foot-
bridge within a fortnight.

MR. LEAKE : Who owned the frontage
in time street?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS said he did not know who were
the owners of that frontage, ])ut there
was an allotment of land between Lime
street and the petitioners' premises. Be-
fore taking any action in regard to tme
closing of thisi street, the question was
thoroughly discussed with the City Coun-
cil, and the mayor and some of the mem-
bers of the council visited the spot, where
they were shown exactly what it was
intended to do. Brown street as originally
arranged left a very dangerous railway-
crossing, and only a short time ago heavy,
damages were obtained from the Govern-
nment by a cabman for damages sustained
there. The Government should, as far as
possible. lessen the risk to the public at
railway crossings, and there was no doubt
that what. had been done at Brown street
tended to the public safety. It might be
assumed from the petition that the peti-
tioners were deprived of a privatte entrance
to the manager's house; but that was a
mis-statement, because the house in ques-
tion abutted onl Brown street and thme
manager had the same means of ingress
as before.

MR. GEORGE: But the people had to
go a roundabout way.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: No doubt the footbridge would
have to be crossed. Although he was
not averse to having an inquiry' as
proposed, it was hardly necessary that
the House should go to the trouible of
appointing a Select Committee when plan 's
and full particulars were before lion.
members. There were intervals between
the stages of the Bill when it passed
through the House, and then it had to
go on to the other Chamber, so that
sufficient time was given to persons
interested to oppose the measure. One
of the owners of propeity opposite to the
petitioner-s' premises discussed the mnatter
with himn, and said that a footbridge Over
Brown street would meet any objections;
and the intention of the Goverunuirti

rust Per&
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to close this street was well-known in the

locl iy. onsquetlynothing wvas

byv giving every publicity to the intentions
of the Government, by passing a Bill
through the House, by placing on the
talble a plan showing the intended
alterations, and eventually by securing
thye passage of the Bill through the
Upper House. At the same time if hon.
members thought it necessary to have
a Committee appointed, he would offer
no objiection, although, considering the
explanations which had been given, there
could hardly be any necessity for such a
step.

Mn, A. FORREST: It was due to his
position as Mayor of Perth to say some-
thing on this subject, hie being one of
those who, with the Commissioner of
Railways and his officers, inspected these
crossings some time ago, when they were
closed with the sanction of the municipal
authorities. The Commissioner had
carried out his promises to the very letter
except in the matter of the bridge; and
if necessary the Brown street bridge
would be erected. A similar bridge was
promised at Havelock street. There
could be little objection to the petition
going before a Select Committee, but if
the prayer of the petitioners were granted.
then ndou btedlly all the people fromn the
East Perth, station to Pier street, and
from William street to the boundary of
thie city, would require compensation.

Mn. GEoRGE,: Every one of them.
MR. A. FORREST : There were man~y

people living between the East Perth
station and Lord street watching the fate
of this petition in the House; but, from
what hie knew of the locality, he could
see no reason whly the country should pay
moiney to this or any other firm for
closing a street which was a source of
danger to everyone living in the neigh-
bourhood. From this street approaching
trains could not be seen; and the closing
of the thoroughfare was a blessing to
to every one connected with municipal
affairs. The action of the Government
in so doing was highly commnendable, and
he only asked that they should complete
the work promised, and should also help
to complete the remaining portion - from
Lime street to Lord street, and along
Water street. That work should be done,
andx perhaps it few chains, more; RIP1

then the municipal authorities would uni-
doubtedly be satisfied. He hoped the
House will soon hear the last of such
petitions. It -was nothing less than

Irobbery to ask for thousands of pounds
I compensation for the closi ng of a street -

an act which could not to such extent
injure the business of the petitioners, or
that of any other local resident.

Thn PREMIER: This petition could
not be considered well-founded, for the
owners of the property in question ap-
peared to be in at better position than
many Other landlords in the saiie neigh-
bourhood. He himself owned five acres
of land in this very locality, bounded by
Brown and Water street and Claisebrook
road.

MR. GEORGE: Whiere was the Pre-
inier's petition ?

TUED PREMIER said he Was therefore
more seriously injured than the peti-

Itioners ; yet he did not in any way com-
plain. The petitioners had access to

*their property by road through Lord
street; they had the great advantage of
a siding on the railway; and the worst
that, could ha~ppen to them was that,
instead of going across Brown street,
which was a. dangerous crossing, they
would have to go down Lime street.
Moreover, Water street had recently been
macadamised by the City Council, and
was nOW anl excellent road. Therefore,
it was not obvious why this House should
be asked for such large compensation.
Once begin to give compensation in cases
of this kind, and no one knew where we
would end. He suffered the. samie dis-
ability as the petitioners in not being
able to cross the railway at Brown street ;
but it had never entered his mind that he
had a, claim for compensation because
the work in questioni had been donre-
a very necessary Work, seeing that the
Lord and the Brown street crossings were
a source of danger to the people. If the
proposed foot-bridge were erected, every-
one ought to be satisfied. Pedestrians
could cross by the bridge, and vehicles
might go down Lime street into Water
street. He saw no occasion for a Sele':t
Commiittee, though hie should not oppose
its appointment. Speaking as a land-
owner, he would have preferred Lime
street to have been made a little wider;

Ibut that could not hare been done with-
out buying the adjoining land, and after
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all the street was perhaps -wide enough
for the present needs of tme locality.
Surely it was tme duty of all citizens
to assist the City Council in their
efforts to provide for the public safet 'y;
and unless in a case where there
bad been grosq interference with private
roads, and where real loss had been sus-
tained by the individual, property-holders
should not make such attempts to get their
hands into the pockets of the Treasurer.
The case of the petitioners had not been
made out. Though lie had noticed this
matter when the Bill passed through the
House last year, the case had never been
brought before him, nor did he ever hear of
any grievance till the petition had reached
the House. He considered that everyone
in those streets, including himself, had
just as much cause for grievance as the
Company, and, in fact, more, because the
petitioners were in a better position than
their neighibours, having an entrance from
Lord street, and also a siding. The resi-
dents on the north side of Brown street,
and others throughout the neighbour-
hood, had also a similar grievance, if
grievance there were. Those who lived
on what was known as Claisebroob Estate
would not be able to cross Brown street
ats formerly. They would all have. griev-
ances and cause for complaint, and a
reason for asking for compensation.
Once commence to give compensation for
closing a street, and everyone within a,
radius of a quarter of a mile, or even
more, would make out a claim. The
general welfare of the community, and
the safety of the public, must override
all claims arising from a little incon-
venience to individuals, He hoped this
claim, which was altogether absurd in
amount, would not be sent to a Select
Committee. If the House thought other-
wise, let a Committee be appointed; hut
lie was certain that eventually bon. mem-
bers would decide that no conmpensation
should be paid.

MR. GEORGE: The remarks of the
Premier, the Commissioner of Railways,
and the member for West Kimberley
(Mr. A. Forrest) were fully justified.
Once start to entertain claims for comn-
pensation in niatters of this kind, and
the surplus accruing from a successful
year's operations would be unable to meet
them. This crossing wmva. most danger-
ous place, and lie might say, without

much fear of contradiction, that the in-
convenience caused by the closing of
Brown-street would not have been felt
by this company had it not been for the
fact that Water-street was at that time
rendered impassable by the construction
of a drain. People mlust put tip with
such small inconveniences, for if Parlia-
ment were to discuss all similar casns,
there would be no time for social legisla-
tion. The amount of the claim, £2,600,
was alone sufficient to defeat the petition,
for all could see that it was a most ex-
travagant estimate of damage. It was
ridiculous for the petitioners to assert
that 5,000 tons of timber had to be carted
in.

THE PREMIER: There was a siding.
MR. GEORGE : True ; but even sup-

iposing the petitioners had brought their
timber to Perth by water, even then they
would never get on the north side of the
railway to carry' it over about half a
chain of road. They would take it
through their principal entrance in Lord-
street. If anyone had good cause for-
complaint, it was the member for the
Canning (Mr. Wilson). The Government
had closed Small-street, in which the
hon. member had a good frontage, and
had made it into a blind lane.

MR. A. FORREST: The hon. member
in question had partly agreed to that.

MR. GEORGE: Possibly; but he
(Mr. Wilson) had a far more valid claim
for compensation than the company.
Were it not for tme respect he had for
Mr. Coombe, he would speak mttore
strongly on the subject. That gentle-
man had not shown his usual business
tact when he allowed this petition to come
forward asking £2,500 for what was not
worth so many' farthings. Similar corn-
plaints hadl been made b 'y ratepayers in
West Perth concerning Havelock street-
that. iu crossing from one side of tme
railwa,'y to the other, they had to go uip
the new streets recently provided by the
Government. Those people were not
satisfied when told that there were good

Istreets where formerly there had been
sanrd. They said they had faith that
the Council would ultimately have made
good streets. Those people had a better
cause of complaint than the framers of
this trumpery petition.

MR. BUBBLE: In what position was
8 anipson street now?
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THEr COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS: It
was closed.

Mn. RUBBLE: And Parry street?
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS: A

road had been made right along the East
Perth Station. and Sampson street ]lad
b een diverted into Brown street.

MR. RUBBLJE said lie would rote for
the Select Conmmittee.

MR. QUINWLAN: Being well ac-
quajuted with the matter in hand, he
had no hesitation in saying- that the value
put by the petitioners upon the little
inconvenience thley had suffered was out-
rageous. In fact, the Government or the
City Council had a right to require some
comipensation for providing a bridge over
this miost dangerous crossing. The Coun-
cil had Already paid a considerable sumn
for an accident that had occurred in the
locality- -one of the most dangerous ina the
city. The faoct that the Ifouse last session
ctarried a measure dealing with this Subject,
and in their wisdom thought fit to close
tip the road entirely in order to avoid
accident, was in itself a sufficient answer
to the petitioners. and he would set his
face against the payment of one farthing
of compensation. If lie thought the
people petitioning the House were en-
titled to a farthing or a thousand pounds,
lie would be the first to uphold such a
clai m; 1)ut from his knowledge of the
land, it could be bought outright for
about .£5 a foot, which would give a total
of about a thousand pounds, or a little
under. The H-ouse would, hie thought,
see the outrageous claim these people bad
made, and would refuse the petition
without dermr.

MR. LEAKE: There was not very
much of a case made out on behalf of the
petitioners so ear as he could see: there
was not a word in the petition about the
compensating advantages gained. Not a
word was said in the petition about the
opening uip and mnacadamnising of Lime
street, which must of course be an advan-
tage to the property near, nor did the peti-
tioners go so far as to say that by reason
of the closing of this portion of the street
their power to carry into Lord street was
restricted. If he understood the ar~gu-
ment of the Commissioner of Railways.
access to that land was obtained, not *by
Browni street, but by Lord street, or by
means of the crossing which passed over
Lord street.

THE COMMSSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
Yes.

MR. LEAXE: The petitioners only
purchased the land on the 16th of March,
and the Bill was introduced in October of
last year. They said they had Do notice,
and they did not approach the Conmnis-
sioner of Railways until April of this
year.

Mn. JAM ES: They had the siding long
before.

MR. A. FORREST: They bad possessed
the property a long time.

MR. JAMES: This was a limited coal-
panlY.

MR. LEAXE: This was an English
company, was it ? These companies
never forget to open their mouths. We
had enough of these claims for compensa-
tion in the past, and know perfectly well
how the country had been bled.

THE PREMIER: Rear, hear.
MR. IjEAXE: It had been said by hon.

members that if we compensated one per-
son in this locality, we must necessarily
allow everybody else who thought him-
sell aggrieved to claim compensation.
He did not propose to vote against the
appointment of a Select Committee, beP-
cause he did not think anyone should be
deprived of the right of being heard, but
he was only throwing these hints out as a
citizen, and it was his duty to protect the
public purse if lie. could. If the peti-
tioners had asked for somethin~g reason-
able they would have shown the fairness
of their intention; but to chain £2,500
for blocking a righit-of-way for land which
was not worth that amount wats rather
too strong.

THE PREMIER: The west Side was as
bad as the east.

Mn. LEAKE: If this claim were
acceded to, we would eventually have to
pay claims amounting to £20,000.

THE PREMIER: Yes; there were hun-
dreds of cases like this.

MR. KENNY: For the right of peti-
tioning the House he had the greatest
respect; but having carefully read the
petition, and listened to the remarks that
had fallen from various members, he
failed to see that the prayer of the peti-
tion should ble complied with. If people
were entitled to compensation, they ought
to receive it; but lie failed to see that the
petitioners had made out their case, and
to refer the matter to a Select Committee
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would, ill his opinion, entail % loss of time,
for lie firnflv believed that even if
mnembers acted as a Select Committee, and
brought in a report in favour of the
petitioners. the feeling of the House was
such that it would not be adopted. He,
therefore, would vote against the a1)poiilt-
inent of a Select Oommiitee.

MR. OLDHAM: The Mouse would,
lie hoped, agree to the appointment of a
Select Committee; for whilst every word
that had fallen from the mayor of Perth
and other gentlemien in the House, who
were also members of the City Council,
might be true, some injury might have
been done to the petitioners. The State-
mnent as to the value of the land really
amlounted to nothing, for lie under-
stood that the claim was based upon
the injury done to the petitioners in con-
nection with their business, and if, by
the closing of those streets, injury had
been done, it was not fair for this
House to refuse inquiry in the matter,
simply onl the recommendation of mem-
bers who happened to belong to the
city council. Even supposing 50 or 60
people came to the House for compensa-
tion, it ought to be given to them if they
were entitled to it. Speaking generally
with regard to the closing of streets, the
Commissioner of Railways acted in a
very arbitrary marner. In his constitu-
ency people had a street closed which ran
over the railway where there was a cross-
ing. The gates were already there, anld
the people had been put to the incon-
veniee of travelling about a mile and a
half. It appeared that the railways did
not exist for the benefit of the public, but
the public for the benefit of the rail-
ways.

THE DiREcToR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
The member for- North Perth knew there
was a promise to puit a br-idge there, and
it would be erected.

YR. OLiDHAM: It was a pleasure to
hear it, but there had long been a promise
to erect a bridge there, though it was not
vet built. He did not know that a Select
iCommittele would r-ecoinmend compensa-
tion; but statements that were made were
exypa-e, and it was possible the petitioners
would be able to shlow a Select Committee
that they were entitled to compeii-
sation.

MR. A. FORRNsT: We knew the place
too well.

MR. OLDITA3: The place was known
to him as well as to the bon. gentlemain.
He was not asking that compensation
should be given, but it was not for mni-
hers to come to a conclusion on the
matter on ex parts statements, and hie
should vote for the appointment of a
Select Committee.

MR. JAMES (in reply): The Coil-
missioner of Railways and the Premier
did not seem to exactly realise the posi-
tion. An Act of Parliament was passed
last session which closed a certain street,
and it was admitted on afl hands that one
of the ways of access to the property was
closed. That, prim 6 facie, established
a good cause of complaint. The closing
up of one of the principal exits to a piece
of property would destroy to a certain
extent the value of that property. The
extent to which that street was used and
to which it affected the value of the prop-
erty, and the amount of damage done,
were questions of fact, which ought not
to be considered by this House, and
would not be considered in anay other.
The petitioners who came before the
House and said that a wrong had been
done them were only supposed to estab-
lish a prin4 ftacie case. They were not
allowed to come before the bar of the
House with their witnesses, and members
ought not to allow ff parts knowledge to
influence them on the question. We had
heard it stated that no damage had been
suffered; what right had we to decide
this question in an ex parts way. If we
said that a wrong had been done, and we
must all admit that on the fate of it
some wrong had been done, because when
access to a man's premises were closed,
and for all we knew it might have been
the principal access, or it might have
been the only available access, then the
petitioners had a right to have their case
heard before a Select Committee of this
House. When a person goes to a court
of law, the Judge had common sense:
still he heard the facts of the case. No one
should deny people the right to place their
statements before the proper tribunal.
The court had laid it down that no Act
of Parliament should deprive a person of
a proprietary right without reason and
no comrt would come to any other con-
clusion unless compelled to do so. What
right had this House to say, when a
wrong had been done, that no inquiryv
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should be made into that wrong;- and
what right had the House to say that the
facts3 should be inquired into ex parte ?
He (Mr. James) was not asking that this
nmatter should be referred to a court of
law but simply that the prayer of the
petition should be inquired into and the
prayer of the petition was

That you will direct an inquiry to be madei
to ascertain whether, and if. so, to what extent,
your petitioners and yonr ether owners of land
abutting upon the said portion of the said
street have been injuriously affected by the
said Act 02 Vict. No. 14 and that the said Act
be repealed or modified to prevent any further
injury.
The petitioners dlid not ask for more titan
that; and everyone had to admit that a
priwndtizcie case had been made out; there-
fore there was cause for inquiry. Why in
the name of justice, if this street had
been closed for the protection of the
public, should any indlividuial suffer one
penny's worth of damlage ? That was anl
extremely bad principle. When an Act
of Parliament was passed which deprived
a man of a proprietary right, and the
H-ouse sad that the man should not be
entitled to any compensation for damage
done, it was an unheard. of proceeding.
If the House thought, when the Bill was
before us, that the law would have the
effect of doing an injury to any individual,
he was sure provision would have been
made. The prayer of the petition asked
for no more than justice; and when a
person came before this House asking for
justice and for an opporturnity of proving
his case, it was only right that we should
grant what was asked. Hle submitted
that the paragraph in the letter from the
solicitors of Messrs, Coombe, Wood and
Co., addressed to the Director of Public
Works, was true. The paragraph
Said:-

We would point out that. Parliament passes
these Stieet Closures Acts chiefly on the i mplied
understanding that no injury is being oc-
casioned; and we feel sure that if the facts
had been known compensation would have first
been directed.
No member thought, when the Act of
Parliament was passed, that it would do
an injury to anyone. It might be that
the petitioners were not entitled to a
shilling: hie knew nothing of the merits
of the claim; but the petitioners had a
right to come to this 'tribunal~ and put
their case before it.

Question put, and division taken with
the following result : -

Ayes ... ... ... 63

Noes .. . . 13

Majority against ... 7
AYE~s. Z4ess.

Mr. James Mr. Burt
Mr. Leaks Sir John Forrest
Mr. Oldh=a Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Ye=e Mr. George
Mr. Walae Mr. Highaml
Mr, Illingworth ('lelter). Mr. Locke

Mr. Monger
Mr. rennefether
Mr. Phillips.
Mr. Piesas
Mr. Quinlan
Mr. Throssell

Question thus negatived,

A DJOURNWMENT.

The House adjourned at
p.m. until the next day.

10 o'clock

V

Thursday, 18th July, 1899.

Queston: Midland tajilwa, the Land net Settled -
Motions (2); Leave of A~bsence- Evidence Bll,
second readingi Cemmittee (completed)- -Criui-
nal Evidence Bill, second reading, in Committee
(eeanpleted)-Paper: Commuonwealth Bill, Actuary's

Reor on F~nanacial Clauses-Supreme ocurt Cairn.
=nilSittings Dill, second reading, in Committee
(pregress)-Trock Bill, second reaing-Perth Mint
Amendment Bill, seond rending, in Committee
(comipleted) -Trustee Investment Amndmnent Bill,
second reading (adjourned)-Adjunmnt.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the

Chair at 4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

IQUESTION-tIDLAXND RAILWAY, THE
LAND NOT SETTPLED.

Ma. PHILLIPS asked the Premier:-
i, Whether the Midland Railway Land
Company had made any offer to sell their
concession to the Government; and, if so,
on what terms ? 2, If not, what pros-
pects there were of the above company
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